Anchored and moving forward with a heart for the lost

Acts1:8b Anchored and Moving Forward with a Heart for the L ost

Two weeks ago on the first Sunday in 2010 we started a study in the
book of Acts—

the better part of thisYear!
A)We are calling this Study in the book of Acts“the Revolution” —

Aa) if you follow you know that Revolution issort of a
buzz word in and out of the Church right now -

B)It seemsthat everyoneisusing that word!

C)Thereason | picked the phrase Revolution asthetitle of our study in

the book of Acts because | think we need to start a Revolution
1)Or that theworld isin need of some
New REVOLUTION

See Jesusin thefirst Century AD started a REVOLUTION —that
continuesto thisVery Day!

LOVE REVOLUTION

A)lt started when He died on the Cross—technically it started with his
birth — God invaded aworld —that wasrun by Satan.

B)Jesus cameto theworld back to Himself
1) [Christmas series The lnvasion] —Baby Jesusin Military Fatigues

C)But the Revolution went into full force when Jesus died on the Crossin
AD 32 and Rose again 3 days later to “Destroy the works of the Devil.”

D)T hat revolution continuesto thisvery day and Jesusworks by His
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Holy Spirit thelife of His Church.
1)Our need — but to smply make surethat we
are apart of the Revolution Jesus began

E)A Revolution marked by loving others mor e than we love our selves
1)Marked by lives empowered by the Holy Spirit living in a Dark world

F)Arewe a part of the Jesus Revolution ?

Now last week | also mentioned that we are going to divide the book of
Actsinto 4 different sections— See book naturally doesthis.

A) Chapters 1-5 Focuson the beginnings of the early Church.
Anchored and moving forward.

Chapters 6-10 “The Power of a Pure Gospel” The
spreading of the gospel to other areas.

Chapters11-19 “The Power of Living for a Mission” what happens when
we lay down our persona agenda and pick up God's.

MAJOR SHIFTSIN THE THINKING OF THE CHURCH.

Chapters 20-28 “ The Power of Absolute Surrender” focusison Paul in
which we will examine the impact of one life completely surrendered to God.

Thisfirst section we are calling Anchored and moving forward. — That
Phraseis sort of an Oxymoron.
A)Oxymoron: Two oppositesthat we put together —really don’t fit but
somehow make senseto US. exampLes
Open — Secret
Picture: Act —naturally
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Found —Missing
The Larger half
Now- Then
Unbiased opinion
Genuine—imitation

Anchored and moving Forward.

B)We hear theterm Anchored and we think — Planted/ still — stopped/
secure

1)But in Rock Climbing —Anchored isa Key for moving forward —
climbing higher

C)That iswherewefind the early Church in Acts 1-5—- Anchored in ther
faith in the Person of Jesus Christ — Convinced — Messiah the Lord
1)Ready to die

D)And because of that they were moving forward to carry out the
mission that Jesus had commissioned to them

E)Last time: Focus— Moving forward dependant upon the Holy Spirit.

Today: Anchored and moving forward with a heart for the Lost! — Once
again Acts1:8 Read Verse

A)One of thethingsthat the early Church clearly understood that we
often forget isthat THEY WERE SENT ONES.

B)l asked you toturnto Mark 11{ Thisisthelast week of Hisearthly life
prior to going to the Cross

C)Triumphal entry —Jesus makes hisway to the temple —findsthat there
IS a swap meet going on theretemple courtyard { \Watch what happens

15 So they cameto Jerusalem. Then Jesus went into the temple and
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began to drive out those who bought and sold in the temple, and
overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who
sold doves. 16 And He would not allow anyoneto carry waresthrough
thetemple.

V.17 He gives an explanation of why hedid this:

“Then Hetaught, saying to them, " Isit not written, "My house shall be
called a house of prayer for all nations? But you have madeit a 'den of
thieves.'

Now thereisdebate asto what Jesuswas angry about- why hewould
be so incensed that they were doing this.

A)Some say Jesus doesn’t want us selling thingsin the Lobby —that isthe
Issue.

Aa)Churches can go overboard on this but- | don’t think that wasthe
Issue

B)Otherssay it isabout Prayer: Jesuswas upset because He wantsthe
templeto be a place of prayer —and they weren’t praying

C)Usethistext to say: The Church needsto be a place of prayer and
Jesus gets upset when we are not praying.

Now it istruethat Jesus wants His people to be a praying people.
A)Prayer —mark of intimacy — mark of dependency

B)And there are other passagesthat teach ustheimportance of prayer as
a part of thebody of Christ,

but | don’t think that isthe primary meaning of this passage or the
reason why Jesus was do upset.
C)So what was Jesus so angry about ? | think thekey isin the verse that
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he quoted. Isaiah 56:7
1) Thetemple wasto be called a house of prayer for all nations.

D)Theidea of the house of God being a place for prayer isfound all over
the OT.

E))But thereisonly one placein the OT wherethe phrase a house of
prayer for ALL NATIONSisused Isaiah 56:7

And it isthat passage that Jesus choseto quote on this particular

occasion —which meansthekey isin the phrase
A)He quote from Isaiah 56 a passage that isall about God’sdesirefor the
foreigner to be ableto cometo him and meet with him at the temple.

Aa)God’splan of Evangelism in the OT was simple—He said —build me a
templeand | will live there and

B)Those who wer e seeking me could come and meet with methere.

C)But over the yearsthat message had become completely corrupted
1)And by the time that Jesus came on the scene the Jews were completely
hoarding thetemple

D)They said: If you are a Eunich you can’t come —awoman —sorry
Handicapped — nada — Gentile-NO WAY

A Tablet wasfound at Herod’ s temple with thiswarning — No Gentile
may enter within the railing around the sanctuary and within the enclosure.
Whosoever should be caught will render himself liable to the death penalty
which will inevitably follow.”

The Jews completely missed God’s heart and plan for them to be alight
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to the other s nations.
A)OT moded of Evangelism wasto be You bring thelost to thetemple
and they will find methere.

B)TheN.T. model is—SENT ONES

C)Christ doesn’t dwell in atemple!
1)He sayswe arethetemple—

D)Helivesnow in believers. Heis sending usto theworld.

L ast week we looked at John 20 Turn— Discipleswerefirst born again
and indwelt w/ the Holy Spirit.

John 20:21-22

21 S0 Jesus said to them again, " Peaceto you! Asthe Father has sent Me,
| also send you." 22 And when He had said this, He breathed on them,
and said to them, " Receive the Holy Spirit.

The Father sent me | am sending you!
A)You now bethetemple—you be the place where sinners can meet with
God.

Aa)l will livein you through my Holy Spirit and you take meto them!

B)NT plan of Evangelism — God sent His son —and now the Son sends
His disciples.

C)The New Testament isa SENDING STORY!

Did Jesus under stand that He was sent? — Exercise

John 5:23
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“He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who Sent
Him.”

John 5:24
"Most assuredly, | say to you, hewho hears My word and believesin

Him who sent M e haseverlasting life.”

John 5:30
“I can of Myself do nothing. Asl hear, | judge; and My judgment is
righteous, because | do not seek My own will but the will of the Father

who sent Me.”

John 5:36-37
“But | have a greater witnessthan John's; for the workswhich the
Father hasgiven Meto finish — thevery worksthat | do— bear withess

of Me, that the Father hassent Me. 37 And the Father Himsalf, who
sent M e, hastestified of Me.”

John 6:29
“Jesus answered and said to them, " Thisisthework of God, that you

believein Him whom He sent."

John 6:38-40

“For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will
of Him who sent Me. 39 Thisisthewill of the Father who sent M e,
that of all He hasgiven Me | should lose nothing, but should raiseit up at
thelast day. 40 And thisisthewill of Him who sent M g, that everyone
who seesthe Son and believesin Him may have everlasting life; and | will
raise him up at thelast day."

file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/ Rob%20N ash/My%20D ocuments/vista/media/ A cts/44-A CT-001-008b-text.htm (7 of 13)3/24/2011 12:10:22 PM



Anchored and moving forward with a heart for the lost

John 9:4
“I must work theworks of Him who sent Me whileit isday;”

John 17:3
“And thisiseternal life, that they may know Y ou, the only true God, and

Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”

Yeal would say that | think Jesuswasreally Clear about thefact that He
was sent —

A)But on that same night — Jesusintroduced the 2nd part of the NT plan
of Evangelism —John 17:15-18

John 17:15-19
“ | donot pray that You should take them out of theworld, but that You
should keep them from the evil one.

Note Jesus doesn’t pray that we be taken out of the world —
A)That iswhat some Christians seek to do — Take themselves out of the
world

B)Work with Christians—livein a neighborhood full of Christians
1)Groceries Christian store— Gas...../ Restaurants

C)Jesussaid | didn’t pray that you would take them out of theworld -
Safe

16 They are not of theworld, just as| am not of theworld. 17 Sanctify
them by Your truth. Your word istruth. 18 AsYou sent Meinto the
world, | also have sent them into the world.

John 17 iseasy to outline:
Wearecalled to bein theworld,
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but not of theworld,
because we ar e sent to theworld.
Thiswasto bethe Christian life 2,000 yrsago —and it isto be the
Christian lifetoday.

Fictional Story: Jesusreturnsto heaven after Rez —talking to the Angel
Gaberial — people wererough on you weren’'t they —yes—

Didn’t get what you cameto do—No

How areyou going to reach them —\What your plan

See those 12 men —that ismy plan —those guys— Plan B

That isafictional story but the point of it isTrue— The Plan of Jesusfor
reaching theworld isthrough —ordinary pp like you and me
A)Misfits, uneducated, un articulate, dysfunctional

B)Hereis how we can respond to the Plan — Thereis NO Plan B- wow
that isalot of pressure on me—
1)1 don’t know —feel burdened

C)Or you can look at it thisway! Thereisno plan B

D)Theways of God are perfect and true—Heisthe only wise God.
DThisisexciting—If | let Him — God will do something with my life that
| could never imagine.

D) Sent usinto theworld —in it but not of it —and the Goal is not
Survival

God wantstouseme—Lord herel am send me - 12 nations— shared with
10's of thousands - never imagine — —Only 1 year
of college{  God would do that with. —
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Beginswith a Changein our mindset — Under standing that we are Sent
ones

Turn John 4:32-35

Jesus John 4 shareswith the women at the well —the disciples come back
hereisyour food - John 4:32-37

32 But He said to them, " | have food to eat of which you do not know." -

33 Therefore the disciples said to one another, " Has anyone brought Him
anythingto eat?"

34 Jesus said to them, " My food isto do the will of Him who sent M e, and
to finish Hiswork.

Jesus wants usto experience that samething —to be spiritually satisfied
by doing what He has called usto do.
Being Sent ones— How do | know notice how it continues you

35 Do you not say, 'Thereare still four monthsand then comesthe
harvest'? Behold, | say to you, lift up your eyesand look at the fields, for
they arealready whitefor harvest! HARVEST ISNOW!

See People asa Ripe Harvest: Vista High / Camp Pendleton/ Gym

A)lf you are a Disciple of Jesusyou are called to be sent ones

B)If we are the church of Jesuswe will be a sending Church

What doesthat look like Practically! 3 Ways
1.We send peoplelocally. — Signs
You are now entering the mission field.
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A)We want you to have a different mindset about your life.
1))Neighborhood — Mission field —do you know your neighbors— Know
their names—

B)Unsaved Friend —who comesto mind —isthere someone

C)In somewaysit isunderstandable that someone doesn’t immediately
come to your mind.

D)Some of you saved 10 yrs—non saved friends— saved or forsaken
1)Safe and securein Christian circles—Ministry —
2)Timeto make some new ones

Your work place—not just to earn a paycheck — bigger reason —Mission
field
A)Salt and Light — Salt permeate — build relationships

C)Coaching pop war ner football —little league baseball —not thereto win
games—thereto impact lives— parentsand kids

D)School {Not just thereto get an education
Start asa Goal — Lord build relationships of those around me

Opportunitiesthisyear
Feb outreach with Ebo Elder
April 4 Easter in the M oonlight
April —Outreach Victor Marx
May or June—Joey Buran —

Summer heading into Fall — Luis Palau CityFest
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All year local mission fields sending peopleto
Camp Pendleton / Jails 20 pp / rehabs/ Convalesent homes - Birth
Choice/ PRC —get involved

Matthew 28:19 Go therefore and make disciplesof all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all thingsthat | have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

2. We send people Globally.

A)Vision for Missions and Church planting —1 wasthe 2nd pastor sent
out by this Church in 1991 to Church plant

B)Came back —that same heart - in thelast 13 yrswe have sent out 20
familiesto go plant Churchesor assist in existing Churches—herein the
statesaswell asin other countries— 20 families{ Count kids

C)That’s approxiamately 70 full time missionaries we have sent out in
thelast 13yrs

1)Don’t hypethat up —that ispart of our DNA —whoweareasa
sending Church.

We believein Short term missions— For 13 years at least oneteam a
year
A)We have taken approx 800 pp on mission trips.

Closeto 200 Peopleto Disaster relief / Haiti

B)YMid term trips— Send teams 5 months— supporters of that — many of
our young people have gone on those trips
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C)-BB Russiain May/ Thisyear Ireland Youth thissummer — Costa
Rica—Italy

D)So we send people Globally!

3. We send money: Last 13 years we have sent well over 1 million dollars
to the mission field.

A)Probably —enough to build the new Building —

B)Thisbuilding—work — Chairs—remodd -

C)5-10k thisyear in doing outreaches at Camp Pendleton

C) Some of you give—that isgreat but don’t let that be your only form of

Evangelism

Put that all together —We area part of the Revolution
Startswith theindividual - Heart /burden to the lost

Surrendered -
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