Acts 10:1-22 YESLORD

Acts10:1-22 YESLORD!

How open are you to change?
Blessed are theflexible...... NOT BROKEN
A)l don’t like Change —like my routines— Order the samething

B)I like when things make sense— 1 likemy lifethat way and | like my
God that way!
1) I likeit when —when He acts a certain way and |
sense a Pattern

C)But God israrely predictable —Herarely responds in the sasme way in
the same situation
In fact there are times when He completely stirs the Pot!

D)God would say to us: Don’t try to put mein a Box!

Today we are going to look at an event in thelife of the Apostle Peter
where God radically Rocks Hisworld- God really stirsthe Pot.
A)God challenges Peter’ s previous thinking — because God wants to open
Peter up to awhole new possibilities

B)whole new World —to see pp from a completely different Per spective.

C)In this chapter we will see Peter resist —argue —wrestle w/ God but

ultimately surrender

1)and 2,000 yrslater the events of Acts 10 have a huge impact on our

lives!

We noted in our study last time how God had divinely Choreographed

Peter’s stepsto get him to Joppa — Now we ar e going to see why!
RDV.1-8
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Our Story startswith a man named CORNELIUS
A) Cornelius was a noncommissioned officer of the Roman army. A
Centurion .

B)The Roman army was divided into legions of six thousand men.
1)The legions were divided into cohorts of six hundred men.

C)The cohortsweredivided into six groups of one hundred men—each
over seen by a centurion.
1)Centurions were the “master sergeants’ of the Roman army.

D)They were brave of heart, sound of mind, and strong in discipline.

|nteresting, every time a centurion is mentioned in the New Testament,
heis always spoken of in afavorablelight....

A)lt was a centurion in Luke 7 who caused Jesus to marvel at his great faith
when he said, “I am not worthy for Y ou to come under my roof. Just speak

the word and my servant will be healed” ( Luke 7:6, 7).

B)There was centurion at the Cross in Matthew 27, who, upon witnessing the
crucifixion of Jesus and the events that followed said, “Truly this was the Son
of God”

C)And hereis Cornelius—yet another centurion whom God will use.

Notice how heisdescribed: V.2
A) A devout man, and one that feared God...

B)Herewe seethefaith of Cornelius. Corneliusfeared God. Religious
reverence.

C)Thisisamazingto me. .»” Asatypica Roman Panthesitc he had been
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exposed to the Pantheon Roman gods—Jupiter, Augustus, Mars, Venus, etc.—
but found they were not real and could do nothing for him.

D)While stationed in Palestine, he had been exposed to the enlightened
concepts of Judaism and had become devoutly monotheistic.

2nd _.with all hishouse...
A)Somehow he was able to convince his family to forsake the gods of Rome!

B)Seek the true and living God!

C) 3'd we seethefervency of Cornelius as he went about doing good and
praying always.

There arethose who say, “ Even though a person doesn’t know Jesus
Christ, aslong as he loves God and does good to hisfellow man, he'll be
okay.”

A)But thisaccount tellsmethey arewrong, for if all it took for a man to
get into heaven wasthat heloved God and hisfellow man,

B)Corneliuswould have been the Poster Person of that type of theology.

C)God would have said, “ There' s Cornelius down there. He's a pray-er.
He'sa God-fearer. He'sagiver. I'll let him be.”

D)That’snot what God said.
1)Instead, Acts 10 isthe story of a seeking Savior searching out a seeking
sinner.

God sendsan Angel to Corn. In avision - who tells him to send men to

Joppato get Peter!
A)Why didn’t the Angel share JESUS with Him?
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B)Because it is not the job of angelsto share the gospel. 1)It’s ours.

C)God could thunder the gospel from heaven if He so desired.
1)But He' s chosen to use you and me as instruments to tell people His good
news.

D)HisLove/ forgiveness/ Salvation —

Daniel 12:3 says “those who turn many to righteousness shall shine asthe
starsforever.”

A)lf you're a soul-winner, a Good News-sharer, you're going to shine—
not only in heaven, but here on earth aswell.

B)Good news Share —it — Invigorating !

C)So Corneliusistold to send for Peter —why Peter?
1)God is doing something significant here

Peter was heir to a strong tradition of preudice that went clear back to
Abraham

A)A pregudice that was exemplified in men like Jonah, who resisted bearing
witness to the Gentiles

B)and then was actually angry with God when the Ninevites repented and
escaped judgment.

C)During Peter’stime, Jewish midwives wer e forbidden to aid a Gentile
woman in childbirth, to avoid helping propagate Gentile scum.

D) The tradition-minded Hebrew called Gentiles (*«the nations*”) and spat
that word out with intense contempt.

Thisattitude was still prevalent even in the Hebrew-Christian
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community.

A)Ten years prior to the events of this chapter, Jesus told His disciplesto go

into all the world and preach the

Gospel to every creature! Matthew 28:19-20

B)The Aposltes must have wondered —did ALL REALLY MEAN ALL -
even the Gentiles.

1) The tradition minded Jew was taught that Gentiles were only good for one

thing —to fuel the fires of Hell!

C)
1) The prophets—particularly |saiah—proclaimed very clearly that | Sr a€l
was to be alight to the Gentiles and that God would bless the people of |srael

In order that Gentiles might see the benefits of walking with Him (Isaiah
42:6; 49:6).

D)Through all their traditionsthe Jewish people lost sight of that!

E)Jesusin Mark 7 rebuked thereligious leadersfor allowing their
traditionsto take precedence over the Word.

Unfortunately this attitude was still alivein the early Church—sothat 10
years after the crossthe Christian movement remained distinctly Jewish.

But that was about to Change: read v. 9-22

So Peter isin the seaside town of Joppa.
A)lt’sapretty day. A gentle breeze is blowing in off the ocean. He goes
on theroof top to Pray!

B) — often key to hearing the Lord.
C)So | can relateto Peter here—1 often find that anywhere by the ocean
Isa good place for meto pray!
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D)l can also relate to what happens next — Peter is praying — he gets
hungry —
1)it islunch time and his stomach is growling -

E)So hungry hefallsinto thissort of half deep half trance thing—and
that iswhen he hasthisvision that is going to rock hisworld.

Suddenly the heavens open and a picnic blanket descends from the sky.
A)AIl kinds of incredible edibles are on the menu. “Wild beasts, creepy
things, birds of the air” arethe featured entrees.

B)But all these tasty entrees fly in the face of everything Peter was taught by
hisreligion he could consume.

1)And then Peter isreally confused when he hears God say:, “ Rise, Peter; kill
and eat.”

C)Background to under stand the significance of this:

Jewish dietary laws wer e the epitome of their religion.

In thefirst century, Jews and Gentiles were separated by pedigree,
circumcision, Sabbath wor ship — but above all, they wer e defined by diet.

A)A kosher Jew wasreligiously superior to a non-kosher Gentile.

B)And that kosher Jew would never in a million years pull up to atable-
full of God-forbidden food.
1)Nor would he eat with folks who occupied the table.

C)But kosher lawswere part of a bigger picture.
1)God had conditioned Israel to approach life in a certain manner.
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All of lifewasto be DIVIDED as clean and unclean —holy and unholy -
pure and impure — acceptable to God and unacceptable to God.
A)Thisdistinction wasa grid that went over ever dimension of life - food,
sacrifice, washing, houses, even people.

B)The Jewish Law provided them a meansto differentiate, good from
bad.

C)And Kosher Jewswerereminded at every single mealtime that there
was such athing asright and wrong — holy and unholy.

1)Good guys ate “ clean” foods. Bad guys ate the “ dirty birds.”

So it isunderstandable why Peter at first found the

the VISION revolting—and the command to kill and eat shocked him
even mor el

A)Nothing un Kosher had ever touched hislips that iswhy he balked at
such an unholy smorgasbord!

B)His protest was understandablein thelight of hisupbringing.
1)Any serious Jew would have reacted in the same way.

C)When God told Peter to eat these non-kosher foods it was asif 1500 years
of tradition, and the Law of Moses, 1)and a thousand rabbis, and his entire
Jewish family was screaming in Peter’s ear to ask for another menu.

And of course Judaism didn’t end with diet...
A)lt did such athorough job identifying good from bad, by the time you'd
subjected your lifeto the entire Mosaic Law

you had to conclude with Paul in the first few chapters of hisletter
to the Romans that none of us are righteous, no, not one.
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B)An honest OT Jew was for ced to an uncomfortable conclusion.
1)Everybody is abad guy. In the ranks of humanity there are no good guys.

\\

C)Thisiswhy Christianity picks up wher e Judaism |eaves off.

1)We say this all the time, but without its full implications hitting us...
Christianity is not about religion —and that’strue.

D) Christianity isabout salvation —not religion. About RELATIONSHIP
E)The Gospel declaresthat we'reall bad guys. There sonly one good guy
- Hisnameis Jesus.

1)And the goal of Christianity isto bring everybody to Jesus.

F) Today, thelinein the sand for the entire human race is no longer the
FOQOD we put in our mouths... but the Grace-giver who livesin our hearts!

Here swhat’s happening in Peter’svision, God is putting an end to
religion.

A)He sreplacing it with salvation. { relationship

B)Judaism wasreligion.

1)It’s purpose was to reveal man’s need of a savior!

C)God putsreligion on the shelf, and He chooses a new tool to deal with
man.

1)Gracethat isavailable through Jesus Christ

D)Thisiswhy next to the Day of Pentecost, thisstory in Acts 10-11isthe

file:///CJ/Documents¥%20and%20Setti ngs/ Rob%20N ash/M y%20D ocuments/vista/lmedi a/ A cts/44-ACT-010-001-text.htm (8 of 13)3/24/2011 12:12:00 PM



Acts 10:1-22 YESLORD

most important moment in the history of the Church.

Been said
“Never has so much theology been worked out over one lunch hour.”

S0 Peter respondsto God’'s command to, “ Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” With
the ultimate oxymoron, NOT SO LORD?

A)Not so pal —not so Son —Not so Dude—Not so Lord! - THAT
DOESN'T COMPUTE

B)Peter waswrestling with histradition, histraining and with HIS
CONSCIENCE.

C)From birth, Peter’s conscience had been drilled to keep kosher.
1)Thiswasn’t a simple preference - but a deeply-held matter of conscience.

D)Our conscienceisan organ wetrain to act on cue. The conscienceis

taught by truth or tradition.

DIt can fight against the Holy Spirit, or be His aly.

E) Peter needsto surrender hisconscienceto the Lordship of Jesus.

A sovereign God is stepping out of the box, and he' srecruiting Peter to
step out with Him.

A)From that pt on Life with God would be about Grace

B)It'svital we believein grace, but it’sjust asvital, if not more so, that
we practice grace.

1)We need to liveit out.

C)Thisiswhy God tells Peter inverse 7, “ Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” He's
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preparing him for a knock on the door...

D)Peter isabout to be challenged to act on what He' s been shown about
God’sgrace.
1)The future of the Church hangs on his reaction.

Heresponds he surrendersand next time see what God does

Hereiswhat | want you to take note of today in closing:

1st Even though thiswas against Peter’stradition- God’sinstruction to
Peter wasin linewith Hisword.

A)lt wasa part of the new Cov —camethru Christ!

B)Any time we sense God moving usto do something new we need to
make sureit doesn’t contradict hisword.

C)Should always correspond with — HisWord!

2nd God was about to do a whole new thing in the Church.
A)But in order for Peter to bea part of this new fresh outpouring of
God’s Spirit.

B)He had to bewillingto say YES LORD!
1)Samethingistruefor us!

C)Wehaveto bewillingtotell God — Lord you can shake me out of my
comfort zone.
1)Y ou can break up my routine —you can do something fresh.

D)That might mean stepping out in faith —
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E)But the key to you experiencing a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit in
tosay —YesLord!

3rd Sometimes saying Yes Lord can be extremely hard because it means
embracing something very difficult.

A)lt means saying to a Sov. God — Even though | don’t under stand this at
all.

B)Even though it makes no sense to me and everything in mewantsto
scream NO LORD
1)

C)Because|l trust in you: Your love, your grace

Your Sov —your Character.

Like Job you can say: Though you slay me still 1 will praise you.

A)l heard Greg Laurie preach on this Chapter — not long after his Son
Christopher wasKilled.

B)Greg said this: Peterswordstook on new meaning.
NOT SO LORD.

C)Greg said —He found himself sayingto God —1 don’t like this one bit!
1)1 wouldn’t have chosen thisin million yrsfor my son or my family.

D)God No! - don’t likethis—but | dotrust you —your Love, grace,
character, Sov, your will
DSoLord | say Yes

A good friend of ours Karen Stewart went home to be with Jesus

Thursday — 2yr battle
A)BED SIDE — PRECIOUSTIME {left us.
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B)Earlier thisyear Deniseand | met Jeff and Karen for lunch in
Temecula

C)Aswe weretalking — Jeff said —when we heard the cancer was
terminal —praying —2 yrsprayed healed
1)Thousands around the world praying

D)Not getting better — — God had a different plan — NO
LORD

1)Cametoaplace— YESLORD - YOUR WILL

Adopted this attitude: We are not going to sit around waiting for Karen
todie—wearegoingtolivel

A)Liveiswhat they did —Ministry —trips

B)

C)Last 6 monthsthey impacted more pp —for Jesusthan maybein their
entirelives

Hereishow | want to encourage you today:

A)lnstead of waiting for something that might not happen to happen —
Livel —Say yesLord

B)Single YesLord to singleness

C)Your career choice— YESLORD

D)Marriage— YESLORD

E)Financial situation — YESLORD

F)Ministry opportunity =YES LORD
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EMBRACE YOU -YOUR WILL FOR ME!
Our lives Sometimesit is hard to say Yes Lord

Greg Laurie—No Lord —

Jeff Stewart — No Lord
Heal — God doesn’t always respond the way we think He should
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