Hebrews 2:14-3:1 Victory

Seek and Destroy missionsare a part of military
strategy just asmuch as Sear ch and Rescue missions
are.

A) Thispast week Americaregoiced asan Enemy
was brought to Justicein a Covert Mission.

B) An Enemy was put down and destroyed — A
nemesis to society isno more.
1) Definite causefor Celebration.

C) But | have an even better story toshare— A
greater enemy has been destroyed

1) SEE Jesus employed his own Seek and destroy
mission 2000 yr s ago.

Cc) Hismission was also a Search and Rescue
mission. - Enemy destroyed — WE wer e rescued!

D) Thelmpact of the Victory is still as powerful
today asit waswhen themission wasfirst
accomplished.

The passage we ar e looking at tonight/today tells us
three reasonswhy Jesus came.

#1 To Destroy our greatest enemy.

#2 To rescue man from bondage.

#3 To continueto help and assist believersastheir
beloved High Priest.

Read the Passage Ch.2:14-3:1

14 I nasmuch then as the children have partaken of
flesh and blood, He Himsdf likewise shared in the
same, {He became a human being — left theglory of
Heaven and made himsdf a little lower than the
Angdsfor thispurpose}

That through death He might destroy him who had
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release
those who through fear of death wereall their
lifetime subject to bondage. 16 For indeed He does
not giveaid to angels, {He didn’t come to rescue
fallen Angels— now Demons.} - but He does give aid
to the seed of Abraham. {Abraham isthefather of
faith — All who put their faith in Jesus are of the seed
of Abraham.}

17 Therefore, in all thingsHe had to be madelike
His brethren, that He might be a merciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to
make propitiation for the sins of the people.
{Propitiation = Satisfy the payment for sin =death.}

18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being
tempted, Heisableto aid those who are tempted.
Heb 3:1

Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly
calling, consider the Apostleand High Priest of our
confession, Christ Jesus,

So the Writer of Hebrewstellsus
#1 Jesus became a man to destroy him who had the
power of death, that is, the devil.



Wait a second you say: The Devil isnot destroyed —|
can look at thismessed up world and know Heis
alive and well.

A) Understand theword — Theword destroy used
hereisnot annihilated.

B) The Devil has not been put down —not yet- at
least.

C) The Greek word for destroy iskatargeo —it
means to make idle, make ineffective, to render
inactive. To nullify or bring to nothing.

D) Seethe Devil still has aweapon but in the life of

the believer it has been put out of commission.
1) Likea Tank that nolonger runs or shootsit simple
sitstheretolook intimidating.

E) It sitsthereasareminder of the power that it
once had.

Did the devil create death?
A) Death was the divine sentence against sinners
pronounced in the Garden (Gen. 2:17).

"Death is the awful reality of divine judgment, not
satanic victory," wrote Philip Hughes.

B) Death was the penalty for man’ssin!

1) Spiritual death wasfirst — Separation
Bb) Followed by Physical death —The body would
one day shut down and cease to exist.

C) That can Result in Eternal death- separated from
God for all of eternity. Banished to live an existence
of utter torment.

D) In hisroleasman’s adversary — the devil can
demand that the penalty be paid.

But the Devil’s power over death has been conquered
by aMIGHTIER WEAPON- Eternal life!

A) Jesus became a man —to pay thePricefor Sin —
HE DIED —in our place. - took our punishment.

B) Therewasa casualty in themission — It was his!
1) For a brief moment —Hell had thought that they
won! — The Son of God has been Killed!

Jesus didn’t stay dead — Herose! —Beat death.
A) Made away for those who would put their trust in
Him — beat death.

B) Sothat now in thelife of the believer death isno
longer a banishment, it isareturn from exile, it is
going home.

C) In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul beautifully lays out what
now awaitsthe believer in Jesus Christ in death.



1) Death is a passage —thismortal putson
immortality — New bodies— new home.
1 Corinthians 15:55-57

55" O Death, whereisyour sting?
O Hades, whereisyour victory?"

56 Thesting of death issin, and the strength of sinis
thelaw. 57 But thanks beto God, who gives usthe
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

C) 2 Corinthians 5:8 “ To be absent from the body
and to be present with theLord.”

Philippians 1:21
“For tome, toliveis Christ, and todieisgain.”

D) Listen for the unbeliever —thisworld isasgood as
it gets—all down hill from here. No party’sin Hdll.
1) For the believer the oppositeistrue—better —
Upward and onward from here.

Which iswhy a believer in Jesusdoesn’t need to fear
death.

#2 Jesus became a man to rescue us from the fear of
Death. Release = rescue

According to most surveysthat have been done—the
#1 fear that most people haveis public speaking.
Followed by #2 Death!

Reality — Give a short speech or bekilled —the
maj ority would give the speech.
A) Death isthe number onefear of man!

Someone has written, Thereis a preacher of the old
school but he speaks as boldly as ever. He is not
popular, though the world is his parish and he travels
every part of the globe and speaksin every language.

He visitsthe poor, calls upon therich, preachesto
people of every religion and no religion, and the subject
of hissermon is always the same. He is an eloguent
preacher, often stirring feelings which no other preacher
could, and bringing tears to eyes that never weep.

His arguments none are able to refute, nor isthere
any heart that has remained unmoved by the force of this
appeals. He shatters life with his message. M ost people
hate him; everyone fears him. His name? Death.

Every tombstoneis his pulpit, every newspaper
prints histext, and someday every one of you will be his
sermon.

Stats on death areimpressive— 10 out of 10 die!
A) Peopleareafraid to die— Because of

1) Separation from family — loved ones.

2) Sometimes pain.

3) The unknown

4) Non being — Atheist.



Pastor Kent Hughestells of the novelist William
Somer set Maugham, who at the age of ninety treated
death smugly.

“There are moments when | have so palpitating an
eagerness for death that | could fly to it asto the arms of
alover...I am drunk with the thought of it. It seemsto
meto offer me the final and absolute freedom...l neither
believe in immortality nor desireit. | should liketo die
quietly and painlessly, and | am content to be assured
that with my last breath, my soul, with its aspirations
and its weaknesses, will dissolve into nothingness.”

Maugham seemed to almost brag about having no
fear of death. But ayear later the novelist hovered at
the brink of death and histone changed.

Maugham's Mediterranean villa and the accompanying
servants were the envy of the wealthy on the Riviera
But as he approached death, none of this seemed
important. His visiting nephew records what took place.

The following afternoon, | found Williereclining on a
sofa, peering through his spectacles at a Bible which had
very large print.

He looked horribly shriveled, and his face was grim.
"|'ve been reading the Bible you gave me...and I've
come across the quotation: 'What shall it profit a man if
he gain the whole world and lose his own soul ?'

| must tell you, my dear Robin, that the text used to hang
opposite my bed when | was achild.... Of course, it's all
alot of bunk. But the thought is quite interesting all the
same."

That evening in the drawing room after dinner, Willie
flung himself down onto the sofa. "Oh, Robin, I'm so
tired...." He gave agulp and buried hishead in his
hands.... Willie looked up and his grip tightened on my
hands. He was staring towards the floor.

His face was contorted with fear, and he was trembling
violently. Willie's face was ashen as he stared in horror
ahead of him.

Suddenly, he began to shriek. " Go away!" hecried.
"1'm not ready.... I'm not dead yet....I'm not dead
yet, | tell you...."

His high-pitched terror-struck voice seemed to echo
from wall to wall. | looked round, but the room was
empty as before.”

“Voicesfrom the edge of eternity.”

UNDERSTAND

It WAS NOT the physical pain of death that
wrenched the soul of thisman; it wasthe stark
reality of entering into therealm of darkness,

unprepared for what he faced.

See the #1 Reason peoplefear death is Judgment.



A) That iswhat the person whoisliving apart from
God isalways trying to escape- put out of hismind.

B) Thestark reality and inner conviction —thereis

a God —and oneday | will answer to Him!

C) But the oppositeistruefor the Beiever in Jesus

Christ —don’t fear death — I look forward toit.

1) Death isnot the end —it isthe beginning.
Jerome — Peace.

D) Simeon — Depart in peace.
1) Boat —Madeto sail —these bodiesarelimited

S0 For the believer Death isa passage!
A) Wedon't fear seeing God —Jesuswasjudged in
our place—WE will berewarded.

B) Wedon't fear death because — No more pain
1) Fully known - Know all things

C) Wedon't fear death because it meanswe will be
mor e alive than ever!

The hope of the Christian is expressed by the epitaph
Benjamin Franklin wrote for himself, engraved on his
tombstone in the cemetery of Christ’s Churchin
Philadelphia:

“The body of Benjamin Franklin, printer, likethe
cover of an old book, its contentstorn out and

stripped of itslettering and gilding, lies herefood for
worms. But the work will not be lost, for it will appear
oncemorein anew and more elegant edition, revised
and corrected by the Author.”

So our enemy has been destroyed —rendered in active
and we have been rescued —set free from the bondage
of being in fear of death.

A) But weare till living in thisfallen world — still
struggle with theflesh. —

B) Still battlewith the Devil. — Do we simply live
waiting to die?
1) Nonot at all -

C) Seethat brings usto the 3" reason the author
points out that Jesus became a man.

#3 Jesus became a man to be our High Priest!

17 Therefore, in all thingsHe had to be madelike
His brethren, that He might be amerciful and
faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to
make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in
that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, Heis
able to aid those who are tempted.

Now thisisthefirst timethat Jesusisreferred to as

our High Priest inthe NT

A) Thisisthemajor themein the book of Hebrews.
Ch.3-13 mentionsthisterm 17 times.



B) The ministry that Jesus hasright now as our high
Priest.

1) Therolethat Hewantsto play in our livesaswe
livefor Him in thisfallen world.

C)Tomany of ustheideaof a Priest isabit foreign
because we did not come out of that kind of religious
back ground.

But in Israel — The High Priest was the Chief
spiritual leader in Israd.

A) He had special clothesthat separated him from
therest of the Priest and the people.

B) His Job wasto represent the people before God —
and God before the people.
1) Hewas the spokesman for both.

C) It wastheHigh Priest and the High Priest alone

who could go into the Holy of Holies—

1) Only onceayear — Day of ATONEMENT.
Sprinkle the blood of the sacrifice—mercy seat

D) Tomany in Israd the High Priest just seemed
lar ger than life—so far above them —
1) So spiritual.

One of thethingsthat thewriter of Hebrewswants
usto understand —it that our High Priest isvery
relatable — He became one of us.

A) Noticehow Heisdescribed —Heisa Merciful and
Faithful High Priest.

B) Merciful = Compassionate! — Get in someone
else’s skin feel what feeling— Root Canal.

1) Labor pains

C) Jesusgot in our skin —Hewastempted or tested
just likeweare.

Does that mean that every test that a human being
ever faced Jesuswastempted in all of them? NO!
A) TheBible makesit clear that our battleisthree
fold —

B) We battletheworld, our flesh and the Devil.
EVERY TEMPTATION fallsintothat 3fold realm
1) The Devil usestheworld and thingsin theworld
to tempt our flesh.

C) Jesus wastested accor ding to that same 3 fold
battle. —

1) Satan used thethings of thisworld to appeal to his
flesh — Stoneto bread —

2) Save your self skip the cross.

D) Our problem isthat we have a sinful nature—so
the enticementsto our flesh are stronger.

Jesus didn’t have a sinful nature— but He wasflesh
just the same and the temptation and test werereal.



A) So Heisamerciful High Priest —meaning —Heis
compassionate— He can relateto our struggle.

B) Merciful can also be translated —full of Mercy!
| lovethat picturel

C) Mercy is not getting what we do deser ve!
1) We deserve death — punishment —wrath

D)Hereiswhat our High Priest givesusinstead — 2™
chances/ 3% chances/ 4", 5" ........

1) Pastor Rob how can you be so merciful to so and
so? — Jesusis so merciful to me.

E) | don’'t haveit altogether — | still struggle all the
timewith my flesh and my motives.
1) Jesus givesme MERCY!

Lamentations 3:23 “Hismerciesare new every
mor ning!”
A) They never run out- never over usel

B) Your High Priest isa Full of Mercy.
1) Hecan relateto your struggle.

C) And Heisalso a faithful High Priest -
1) Faithful = fully committed and trustworthy.

Faithful - He doeswhat He says— He keeps His
promises— Heisalwaysready to bring aid.

A) Aid = Help — Assist

B) Jesusyour high priest wantsyou to know —You
arenot in thisalone. — | am with you —for you.

1) Ready to help you whenever and wherever you
call on my name.,

C) Come along side of you — empower you, comfort
you — give you wisdom, cour age.

D) Our Merciful and faithful High Priest hasan
endless supply of Aid tothose who simply draw near
to him. -

E) Sowhy dowe so often try to carry our burdens
alone?

1) The onewho destroyed your greatest enemy —
Rescued you from Bondage —

2) Heiswith you and for you!

So what dowe do with thisinformation?

Ch. 3V.1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the
heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,

Know Holy —You areHoly -
Know — Going to Heaven — Partakers .....
Consider Jesus— K eep eyes on Jesus!



