Hebrews 6:1-8 Isit Really Impossible?

INTRODUCTION: When a baby isborn, it hasall
the equipment it needsto grow and mature—It isnot
like a pollywog - getsarms, legs, later

A.)So the Older that Child gets the more he uses
what he has been given, brain / muscles; themoreit
develops, grows and matures

B.) Sameprincipleappliesspiritually - when saved
- given al we need to grow and mature.

1) Spiritual maturity is not a process of gaining things
you didn't have when first believed

2) It isamatter of developing what Lord has given you

C) However a Christian can in his
development by not using what he has been given!

Thiswasthe problem with the Hebrews.
A)Thefoundation for their faith had been laid but
they never built upon it.

B)Not very attractive— neighborhood of sabs.
1)God’sintent from the beginning is always Grow —
Moveforward, if wedon’t, go backward.

Bb)You learn the ABCs not so you can recite the
alphabet - but so you can read wor ds, sentences,
books... Basics are a meansto an end, not the end
itself.

C)So At the end of chapter 5, the Hebrewswere
rebuked for still needing milk instead of eating solid
food.

D)They needed to grow up - press on - move past the
first principles.
1)These guys had been in thefirst grade too long.

So I n chapter 6 the author wantsto leave, “the
discussion of the edlementary principles of Christ”

and “go on to perfection. RD V.1-8

A)The Greek word translated “ perfection” means'to
complete or consummate.” It’snot “sinless
perfection”, but “maturity”. They need to mature.

B)At the end of chapter 5 theauthor of Hebrews
explained how hewanted to elaborate on the
priesthood of Jesus... that Jesuswasapriest after
the order of M elchizedek.

1)And he'll get to those truthsin chapter 7 - but before
he can tackle the Priestly ministry of Jesus, hefirst has
to address the Hebrews' immaturity.

C)Break up our passagetoday into three groups

1%V 1-3 A list of foundational truths

2" v. 4-6 A warning against falling away.

3"?v. 7-9 A Final illustration from nature on the
importance of moving forward



1% V.1-3 A list of foundational truths
A)Remember thislist isfoundational/basics — keep
context in mind that will help inter pret meaning -

B)First on the Hebrews' list isrepentance from dead
wor ks and faith toward God.
1)) DEAD WORK Saretrying earn God'sfavor by
things you do — Context —

/ those ar e dead wor ks of Judaism -

B)Dead in the sensethat they could not save a

per son.

1)And Every member of the Hebrew Church had spent
plenty of time on the treadmill of religion.

C)They knew what it waslike to never measure up
no matter how hard they tried.

1)They knew the shallowness and deadness of trying to
please God through rituals, and works, and charity.

D)Consequently The Hebrewslived under a cloud of
condemnation.

So basically heis saying her e Repentance from dead
wor ks is Coming to an understanding that Y ou
cannot earn God'’sfavor.

A)Repentance = turn away from — Turning from
faith in dead worksto save You and turning tofaith
in Christ to save Y ou.

B)Saved by grace through faith — Alone - Not of
works ...... boast.

The Coast Guard drops a cable - or arescue basket from
a helicopter — then they’ d use the cable to hoist
desperate people to safety and salvation.

But I’'m certain no one saved by the Coast Guard was
under the illusion that they were using their own
strength to climb to the copter. Those that wer e saved
weren’t climbing —they werejust clinging. Salvation
was coming from above.

C)Spiritually it isthesamething -Try to climb to
God on therope of religion and you'll die.

D)Our good works don't stack up. Isaiah 64 refersto
our worksas“filthy rags’.

1)Good works done with the intent of earning God’s
favor are dead works. They fail to accomplish their
intent.

E)Here' s atruth you need to nail down... If you're
going to get anywhere with God you need to have faith.
DTry, try, try isworthless. It strust, trust, trust...

If you need a blessing...don’t barter for it, just
believe enough to ask God.

A)lf you need power to obey... don't flex your
muscles, asif it’sup to you — step out to obedience
and rely on God'’s strength.



B)Believe God makes up what you lack.
1)If you need amiracle... don't try to purchase one,
have faith in God' s grace.

C)If you need hope and comfort... rest and rely on
God’sunfailing promise.

Next is Baptisms. 3 main baptismsthat relateto our
walk with God.
1% — Baptized into the body of Christ - POSI TION

1 Corinthians 12:13 tells us, “For by one Spirit we were
all baptized into one body...” Here the word “baptized”
means “ to initiate, to make a part” .

That happens upon conversion — It speaks of our
position.

A)We are spiritually baptized into Christ —when we
become one with Him - our sins are washed away with
His blood.

B)The Spirit transplants His naturein us.
We'reliterally born again.

C)TheHoly Spirit altersour spiritual DNA.
1)He creates a family relationship between me, and
you, and therest of the body of Christ.

D)So Baptized into the Body of Christ.

After we believe —the Scriptures declare we should be
baptized in water.

A)Believe and be baptized Mark 16:16

A)Outward revelation of inward —symbols- death
and Rez.

B)But thereisanother baptism we need — Baptism
with the Spirit —for Power.
Go and wait — | will baptize you

C) So we are Baptized by the Spirit of God into the
body of Christ — Placed in the family.
1)We get baptized in water — declare our faith

D)Jesus baptizes us with the Spirit for Power.
1)Continuesto refill usasweask Him

L aying on of hands

A)Now some great Bible teachersrefer thisto what
weread in Scripturein the book of Acts—laying on
handsin prayer for healing, prayer, baptism of the

Spirit

B)Could bethat —but | struggleto seethat as
foundational truth relating to my walk with God,
which all these other pointsdo refer to.

C)I believethisreferstothe OT practice of sacrifice.
1)See the person who brought a sacrifice, had to put his
hands on it, to symbolize hisidentification with it (Lev.
1:4; 3:8, 13).



D)But we no longer need to do that - Our
identification with Jesus Christ does not come by
putting our hands on Him;

1) it comes by “Laying ahold of Christ by putting your
trust in Him.”

E)No morelaying on of hands

Resurrection — Our faith isbuilt on this—
A)Christ did not rise, our faithisin vain. 1 Cor 15:14

B) Living Hope 1 Peter 1:3 Our future hope of Rez of
our bodiesisbased on HisRez —
DFirst Fruits—First of many

Eternal Judgment
A) “ Appointed unto man to die once .... Judgment.”
Hebrew 9:27

B)Two Judgments— Great whitethrone Rev. 20:11-
15
1)Bema Seat 2 Corinthians 5:9-11

Those are six foundational doctrines
A)You haveto have these down.

B)But then we need to move forward, faith in Christ
Isbased on these things!
1) Don’t go back to the old system —move forward —
then heissuesthiswarning,

one of many warningsin thisletter:

Bibleis a book, feeds us also warns us
A) If merely feed - never warn - only fattensus up
for kill

B)Here hewarns of the dangers of not moving on to
maturity can eventually lead to falling away!

C)Danger in that -

V.4 For it isimpossiblefor those who wer e once
enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and
have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the
agetocome, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again
to repentance, sincethey crucify again for themselves
the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.
A)Now this passageis one that has caused much
confusion: Bringsup age old question / often debated
once saved, always saved?

B)Important to not let theology shape the way | interpret
the Bible, but | need to let the Bible shape my theology.

C) , because the
Bible does not contradict itself; but theway toright
systems begins with a right understanding of the text,
not one that bends the text to fit into a system

1)Keep that in mind as we break this down today.



(Spurgeon’s sound advice) "We come to this passage
ourselves with the intention to read it with the ssimplicity
of a child, and whatever we find therein to stateit; and
If it may not seem to agree with something we have
hitherto held, we are prepared to cast away every
doctrine of our own, rather than one passage of
Scripture.” "It isfar better to be inconsistent with
ourselves than with the inspired Word.

Thereare several waysthat thispassageis
interpreted. Thereisonly oneway that it Biblically
makes sense in context

A)SO need to consider the Context : Many because
of their theological bent ignor e the context —trying to
bend this passage to fit their theology.

B)Question: Whoisthiswritten to? Christians or
non —Christians?

C)Context: Whoisthebook written to?

Ch. 3identified asHoly Brethern - partakers of
heavenly calling

C)Warningisdon't drift / don’t turn/ don’t neglect
so great a salvation by going back to Judaism —
Contrast why Christ is superior

D)Another consideration:
1)If these people are non-Christians they can’t be falling
away from Jesus. They were never united.

Notice also the phrases used to describe these folks...
A)They were“once enlightened” literally means
“onceand for all enlightened”.

B)Theword “enlightened” speaks of new rays of
light shining on someone.

1D)It’ s the same word used later in Hebrews 10:32 -
which clearly speaks of a converted Christian.

C)In Ephesians 1:18 Paul praysfor believersthat
“the eyes of your under standing being enlightened...”
1)He applies the experience of enlightenment to
Christians.

They “tasted the heavenly gift” - “to taste’ speaks of
experience.

A)In Hebrews 2:9 we're told Jesus became a man so
He could “taste death for everyone.”

B)When Jesus tasted death He didn’t just sample
it... sp it from a spoon, but not pour Himself a bowl —
1)He embraced it completely.

Jesus experienced it fully.

C)And in the same manner these Hebrewstasted
God’s heavenly gift. They maxed out.

1)They tasted it to the fullest. They chewed, swallowed,
digested...



They were also “ partakers of the Holy Spirit”. The
Greek word trandated “ partakers’ means “sharers’.
They were sharers of the Holy Spirit.

A)They shared thelife, and fruit, and gifts, and
power of the Holy Spirit.

B)Hebrews 3:1 refersto “ partakers of the heavenly
calling”. 3:14 mentions“ partakers of Christ”.
1)In both places “ partakers’ refers to bonafide believers.

C)Even Warren Wiersbe, a staunch once-saved-always-
saved advocate has to concede, “ To suggest the phrase,

“ partakers of the Holy Spirit” , means they only went
along with the Holy Spirit to a certain extent isto ignore
the meaning of the verb. It means “ to become

sharers’ ... | have concluded that the people addressed
were true believers, not mere professors.”

Finally, they “tasted the good word of God and the
powers of theage to come”.

A)Again they experienced to thefullest thelife-
changing dynamic of God’sWord, and themiracle
power of God’s Kingdom.

B)They didn’t just rall it around in their mouth —
absor b the flavor —then spit it out.
1)When they tasted, they digested.

C)Remember prior to hisfirst election, Bill Clinton was
asked if he ever used marijuana. His reply became
famous, “1 smoked it, but | didn’'t inhale.”

D)That’s how somefolkstry tointerpret verses 4-5.
They took a draw on salvation, but never inhaled.
1)l don’t agree. To me these termsimply atrue,
salvation experience.

But now these Hebrew believerswere considering —
forsaking Christ’swork on the Crossto save them
and going back to trusting in Dead wor ks of religion.
A)That isthefalling away that thewriter istalking
about here.

B)Important to grasp that —heisnot just talking
about someonewho meréely fel spiritually.

C)Thereweregroupsin the early church that
misinter preted Hebrews6.

1)They taught if you sinned significantly after you
wer e baptized therewas no hopefor your salvation.

D)That’s not what thewriter of Hebrewsistryingto
communicate.

B)He' s not talking about doubting, or backsliding, or
some moral failure. Thisis something far worse—it’s
the deliberately walking away from faith in Jesus.

C). Weall dip up and fall from timeto time. But this
wasa “falling away’ . It wasfar more serious.
1)These people were choosing to no longer trust in Jesus
and put their faith in other stuff.



Seel donot believethat the Bible teachesthat a
person can lose their salvation.

A)lt can’t be misplaced like your keys—I want it |
just lost it.

B)But | do believe and thisis one of several passages
that supportsthisidea—1 believethat a person can

chooseto leavetheir salvation.

C)A person can decide | nolonger want to walk with
Christ —1 nolonger believe Heisthe only way.

D)God didn’t forceyou to believe and He doesn’t
continue to make you believe.

1)God doesn’'t force Himself on anyone/ He never
forces anyone to follow after Him / and He never will —
GENTLEMEN / NO hostages

E)Denise—forced toMarry me —| would haveto
buy adog

So From my study of Scripturel believeyou can bea
true, born-again believer, in Christ —yet you can
renounceyour faith, and walk away from His
benefits.

A)That istheissuethat this passageisdescribing

B) Which leads usto ask the question —what isthe
consequence of such a decision ?

Isit really impossible to renew them again to
repentance?

A)“Some people interpret this verseto mean - if a
Christian falls away - then they can never be renewed to
faithin Christ again.

B) Isthissaying if someone backslides, goes back
into theworld —lost forever?

C) | don’t think so — best Commentary on the Bibleis
the Bible itself

1)And there are a whole host of passages that teach
aslong asawayward soul —alost person - has
breath to breathe, thereisalways hope.

D)Ex The Prodigal Son! He was amember of the
Father’ s family before he fell away - but when he
returned with arepentant heart he was warmly
welcomed back.

C)Romans 11.:23 says of the Jews who were cut off the
vine of salvation, “And they also, if they do not continue
in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to graft
themin again.”

D)Notice, thewords, “for God isableto graft them in
again.”

1)Paul is describing folkswho had it - lost it - but got it
back again! It's possible!



Sowhat’s“impossible? ” ...

A)Thewriter of Hebrews saysif a person turns away
from Christ and beginsto trust in other thingsfor
their happiness/ for their RIGHT standing w/ God-

B)ASLONG ASTHAT ISWHERE THEIR TRUST
LIES, it isimpossiblefor them to berenewed. .

Bb)To put your trust in RELIGIOUSRITUAL isto
reject Jesusall over again.

1)Y ou belittle His sacrifice. Y ou join the crowd that
yelled “Crucify Him”.

C)For these believersto rgoin theranks of Judaism -
to return to Jewish practices—istomock and
cheapen the sacrifice of Jesus.

D)In his commentary on Hebrews, David Guzik sums it
up asfollows, “Theideais not that “ if you fall away,
you can’t ever come back to Jesus.” Instead, it means “if
you turn your back on Jesus, don’t expect to find
salvation anywhere else...”

The sentence structure of the text makes thiseven
mor e clear!

A)The Greek words translated in verse 6, “crucify” and
“put”, are actually present participles. They imply
current action.

As long asthey are crucifying Jesus by their rgjection -
and are putting Him to an open shame... they can’'t be
renewed to God.

B)There must be a changein their view about Christ

C)Whilea person isin afallen state, it'simpossible
for them to berenewed.

1)But once he or she returnsto faith in Jesus, God will
graciously renew you again to repentance and restore to
you His blessing, mercy, and forgiveness... like the
Prodigal Son.

I n essence, theauthor of Hebrewsis saying you can’t
haveit both ways...

A)Either you trust in the blood of animalsor in the
blood of Jesus.

B)Either you rest on the Sabbath or Jesusisyour
rest.

1) Either God dwellsin marble Temples or He dwellsin
believing hearts.

C)Either the Levitesareyour priest or Jesusisyour
great High Priest.

Asoneauthor putsit, “Thereisno salvation back in
Judaism. If you aren’t saved in Jesus, you aren’t
saved at all.”

App for us
A)Thisisawarning not just to the Hebrews, but to
us.



B)Modern view religion like a smorgasbord —a
buffet of different beliefs. Potpouri
1)People today like designer religion.

C)A little bit of everything Jesus/

1)afeast or two from Judaism — alittle eastern
meditation — some Hindu karma— bits and pieces...a
tradition from over here - afew rituals from over there -
a couple of Jesus' teachings—

D)But if you'refaith isnot exclusively in Jesus,
you’'rergecting and crucifying Him all over again.
1)Y ou’ ve degraded His sacrifice - and demeaned His
nature — you' re mocking His Lordship — you'’ re putting
the Lord of Glory to an open shame.

Here'saway toillustrate the point of our passage...
Let’ssay | haveticketsto Monday night’s Padres
game—but | decidel don’t need a ticket — they will
let mein? Will they?

Without a ticket I’ ve got no hope of getting into the
stadium. You'vegot to have aticket... a Petco Park
ticket.

Of course, that doesn’t mean | can’t go early tomorrow
night - walk up to the box office - and get another ticket.
They are Free- | can... aslong asticketsare
available...

Thisiswhat the author of Hebrewsissaying to his
readers. Jesusistheticket to heaven.

A)Don’t leave your ticket - then expect to get into
the game.

B)If you've walked away from simplefaith in Jesus
you need to have a change of heart.

C)That’sthe purpose of thiswarning.
1)The author of Hebrews wants you to return to Jesus
and get a new ticket... Heaven isn’t a sellout - not yet!

Finally Verses 7-8 pose an illustration from nature
that reinforcesthewarning... It’snot how you start
that matters, it’s how you finish.

Verse 7, “For the earth which drinks in the rain that
often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by
whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God;/ but
if it bearsthornsand briars, it isrgected and near to
being cursed, whose end isto be burned.”

What is coming out of your lifeisthe evidence of
what isgoing on in your heart!
A)You will know them by their fruit!

B)Good treeisgoing to bear good fruit — Blessed by
God.

C)But if it bearsthornsand briars—cursed —not a
good tree!



C)John 15 Key to bearing fruit isto abide.
1)Fruit is evident — manifested

D)See, Faith ismorelike a plant.

1)You sink its roots - but then you tend it, and water it,
and weed it, and feed it... and if you don’t, it will wither
and eventually die.

E) “faith islikeamuscle.” Exerciseit and it’ll grow.
1)But put it in acast — completely immobilizeit - and
it'll atrophy, and shrivel up, and even die.

Maturity is seen — Evident — GERALD YOUNG
A)Gerry —call me Gerald —yes Sir

B)Y ou moving on in maturity will be evident to all
DWork that faith muscle—

C)Get into God’sword — put it into practice
1)Spousewill see u growing

D)Friends—Kids -

Question must answer today is. do you have your
ticket? Trusting Christ or something ese.



