Hebrews 11:20-40 It Can Be Done, Part 3

If you are a Baseball fan you ar e probably familiar
now with the name David Freese. The 2" year player
for the St. LouisCards— M VP of world Series
A)Hisgame six heroics are now legendary —triplesin
the 9" to drivein two runsto tie the game— Homers
in the 11" towin it! —AMAZING!!!

B)After thegamethe Hall of fame committee—from
Cooper stown — asked if they could have hisbat —to
forever keep on display toremember hisheroic
performance.

C)David Freeseis quite a story —High School Heis
considered the best HS baseball player in the state of
Missouri. — Sure Prospect.

1)End of senior season He quits— Burned out —turns
down a Div 1 scholarship - wantsto be aregular guy
—enrollsin college

2)Getsa Job asa Janitor at hisold High School —
after ayear —watching baseball practice—herealizes
he missesit —decidestoreturn —therest is history. —
Stuff of legend.

D)And coaches all over Americawill be using the
story of David Freese and the St. Louis Cards—to
motivate their players— You can comeback.

1)Just believe in yoursdf — believein your teammates
—never losefaith.

E)Baseball, Basketball, Football — halls of fame are
filled with the names of athleteswho did just that —
they kept thefaith.
1)They continued to believein their ability- Faith in
themselves/ teams.

Hebrews Chapter 11 has been called the Hall of faith

and it isfilled with the names of pp who believed —
But not in themselves. But in their God.

A)M en and women who had faith — but not in ther

own ability to perform, but in God’s ability.

B)Their livesare atestimony to usthat it can bedone
—IF —1 can get my eyes off of myself and on to Him.

C)And as Jason comically pointed out last week —

these men and women didn’t always believe — Sar ah

laughed when God promised.

1)They tried to take mattersinto their own hands.
Hagar and |shmael weretheresult of that!

But even when they had these momentswheretheir
faith faltered —they kept coming back —to focusin
on the Big Picture—the big Plan of God

A)His plan —Bring a Savior into theworld — Save
humanity from Sin.

B)Thisishow Hewas going to do it- He was going to
bringinto being a New Pp group — I sradel —Jews
1)Establish them in a New land — M ake of them a
great nation.



C)And even when they had those seasons wheretheir
faith faltered —they kept coming back to the big
picture.

1) Promised pp/ Nation/ land/ - a child- a Savior!

D)l believewe will seethat very clearly aswefinish
the chapter today — picking up in V.20
DIt can bedone—part 3

20 By faith | saac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning
thingsto come. NIV ...blessed Jacob and Esau in
regardsto their future.

A)Now of all thethingsthat God could have pin
pointed asan act of faith on the part of | ssac —why
does He pick thisone—Blessing his kids?

B)He could have chosen something else.
1)L ook at v.17

17 By faith Abraham, when he wastested, offered up
| saac, and he who had received the promises offer ed
up hisonly begotten son, 18 of whom it wassaid, " In
| saac your seed shall becalled,” 19 concluding that
God was ableto raise him up, even from the dead,
from which he alsoreceived him in a figurative sense.

C)If | waswriting Heb 11 —| think | would have
chosen — I saac’ swillingness to going along with being
asacrifice. 15-25yrsold —not alittle kid!

He carriesthewood — and the stuff for making fire—
up the hill —
A)He even asked hisdad Abe/ whereisthe sacrifice ?

B)Abe answered in a prophetic way: God will
provide Himsdf KJV Genesis 22:8
1)—not for Himsdlf — but Himsdlf a sacrifice.

C)lsaac is probably thinking — sort of an odd answer
— but dad isgetting old — | will let it pass.

D)Get up there—Isaac buildsthe Altar —then dad
says—get up there— Sacrifice you-
1)Helets hisdad tie him down.- Aberaisestheknife.

E)If | am Isaac—| am saying noway — You are not
sacrificingme. { | will put you on thisaltar.
1)Abeislike pushing 120 — I saac is younger stronger

E)lsaac went along with this plan - by faith. Perhaps
also believing like Abe, God isgoingto raissmeup —
Promised child.

Dincredibleillustration of the big Picture—Jesus
willingly submitted to thewill of thefather in being
thesacrificefor Sin.

A Cool connection — Abe said — God will provide
Himsdf a sacrifice—and 2,000 yrslater He did on
that very same Mt. Mt Moriah which now is
Jerusalem. -ISN'T GOD COOL INWHAT HE
DOES.



Soif | am writing Hebrews 11 that iswhat | am
pointing to asillustration of |saac’sfaith —

A) Or | might have picked thetimewhen Abesaid —
to hisservant Eleazor — Go and pick a bridefor my
son. — Far away land.

B)If | am Isaac | would be—| AM GOING WITH
YOU BRO! —

C)Or at least giving a description —about 5’2 brown
hair — picture—1 want her tolook like this! —
Dthat takes faith — let someone else pick your wife.

But the Bible doesn’t draw our attention to any of
those things- it simply says by faith | saac blessed his
two sons concer ning their futures

A)Seethisiswhat alot of Pastorscommen. dowith
Heb. 11 and the text mentioned her e about | saac,
Jacob and Joseph —they read this about | saac and

v21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of
the sons of Joseph, and wor shiped, leaning on the top of
his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made
mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and
gave instructions concer ning his bones.

B)And they think —what am | supposed to do with
that —and so they pick some other event to focuson
in thelife of these men.

C)In choosing to focus on some other event in their
livesthat pointstotheir faith —wemiss ENTIRELY
the big picture being presented here.

D)l saac and Jacob blessing their sons—and Joseph
being asking that his bones being carried out of
Egypt wereall statementsof faith —

1)l llustrating that these men still believed in the big
picture —the promise of God.

E)Heisgoing to make usa great nation/ new land
and the Promiseof a Savior!

When | saac blessed Jacob and Esau —therewasn’t a
great nation —therewas a small family —Isaac— His
wife Rebekah and two twin boys

A)Theaction of blessing wasan illustration that He

continued to believe in the big picture—the big Plan

of God! — A nation, a people, a savior!

B)Hewas believing in the promise of God —thisis
still going to happen. — 70yrs had past from thetime
the promise was given to Abe—

1)But they were holding on —bédieving not in their
ability —But in the Ability of God. —

C)The Samethingisillustrated by Jacob blessing the
sons of Joseph.



1)At that moment — the people of God —thefamily of
Jacob —whowewould call thelsraelites, number a
total of 70 pp

D)They areliving asvisitorsin theland of Egypt —
thereisno promiseland —thereisnot great nation.

E)But Jacob bdieving the promise of God — blessed
these two boys — stating that they are both to become
a great people groups— blessed by God.

E)And they WERE! —Jacob holding on to the BIG
PICTURE!

Seen again with Joseph! He held on to the big picture
—never lost sight of it!

A)Joseph could have sang — Egypt been very very
good to me—

B)But Joseph held on tothereality that — Egypt is
not it — not the blessing — not the promised land.

1)So Joseph when Heisdying reminds thosewho are
around — of the Big picture—God istaking usout of
here —When he does, take my bones

C)I want to beburied in the Promised land —400yrs
later they would take his bones—remarkable!

Hereiswhat thesethree patriarchsteach usisthat in
the face of death —we NEED to hang on to the big
picture.

A)Promise of God — Thisisnot theend —thereis
mor eto Come — heaven iswaiting — heaven is calling
—and we cannot lose sight of that.

B)Not just heaven but eternity- Heaven 7yrsafter the
rapture—Jesusreturns— establishes—His kingdom —
New heaven —new earth —rulereign

C)Sound Scifi to us— But that isour destiny —
Everything ismoving toward that day! \Weneed to
believethat —livelike that.

DTHERE ISA BIG PICTURE -

D)Wecan't lose sight of the Big Picture—they didn’t
—when they did, they kept coming back.
1)Even in the midst of Huge delays

It iseasy for uswhen God delaysto think of the
delay asa denial — God must not love me—what can
| dotoget Him to respond. —move

A)GIRL WITH THE VENDING MACHINE IN OR

B(But when God delays/ or obstacle/ DETOUR
WE NEED TO REMEMBER-
1)Thereisabigger pictureinvolved —thereisa
bigger plan involved

C)That isat the heart of what Hebrewsch.11is
about —Faith in aBIG GOD —who has a big plan!



D)Seeit again 400yrs after Joseph —makesthis
request, when we get out of here—take my bones
DWeread in v.23 of thefaith of the Parents of M oses
— Amram and Jochebed

23 By faith M oses, when hewas born, was hidden
three months by his parents, because they saw he
was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the
king's command.

The Children of Isradl had been living in Egypt for
close to 400yrs / much of it as slaves ( grown — now
the 70pp grown to 2-3 million) I ncubation period
A)Pharaoh observes this growth / HE sees that the

Is getting larger than the
Egyptians

B) Issues this decree — that any Male Babies born to the
Israelites are to be taken from them & thrown into the
Nile River to drown
1) Thus It was a Horrible time for the nation of
|srael—

C)Satan’s attempt to thwart the promise. {Kill off the
race and any chance of a promised child being born.

In the midst of thisturbulent & distressing time they
gave birth to a Son — but as they looked at this Boy —
they saw something special

A)We are told in our text that they saw that He was
Beautiful / NIV & NLT get it right —NIV they saw

that hewas not an ordinary child/ NLT they saw He
was an unusual child.

B)Special calling on their son!

B)for that reason they were not afraid of Pharaoh —
they decided to go against Pharaoh’s edict & hide
their son .

C) Now it is True, that Mosesis one of the

of Scripture.
1) But the truth of the matter is that each child given by
the Lord is special.

Psalm 127:3 “Children are a gift from the Lord; they
areareward from him.”

Quest. What Do You See when you look at your kids
Jeremiah 1:5 " | knew you before | formed you in your
mother's womb. Before you were born | set you apart
and appointed you as my prophet to the nations."
A)One reason we are so against abortion — Every life
tothelLord isprecious!

Aa)Amram & Jochebed had this under standing that
their child wasa POTENTIAL TOOL for God

Dthat they risked everything to PRESERVE him for
the purposes of God.

B) Do YOU see that in your children? Potential
purposefor God ?



1)Even in the ones that presently are causing you
heartache

C) Kids can be so DIFFERENT One might be so

manageable, so easy, while another oneisrowdy and

hard to control.

1) We often have thoughts like Surely the quiet one is
the one the Lord will use.

NOTE: Have you ever thought that the one that is a
terror right now hasthe potential to be aterror FOR
theLord?

A) Strong willed — Strong willed for Jesus — Not
swayed by Peer Pressure

B) | think we need to Constantly pray that the Lord
would give us Vision to see our Kids Potential to see
what they might becomefor Jesus
1) Pray that the Lord would give us insight on how to
Foster that Potential

C)So Believing in the promise of God —the big
picture—they placed their soninthe Nile—

D)So Moses parents teach us that it is possible to
entrust thefuture of our kids' livesover totheLord
1) even when the outside opposition is greater than we
could ever imagine

Then theHS draws our attention to M oses himself

Read v. 24-29

M oses himself teaches us that we can turn our backs on
all that thisworld hasto offer us & follow God’s plan &
purposefor our lives.

A)We read here in V. 24 that Moses refused to be
called the Son of Pharoah's daughter — and for sook
all thewealth and power that camewith that title.

B)He instead chose to suffer affliction with the pp of
God - Why did hedo that?

C) v.27 He saw Him who is invisible / his life was
forever changed , his passon became to know God /
be & dowhat God wanted.

1) Paul on road to Damascus "Who are you Lord? "

D)Paul went from being consumed by religion —to
being consumed by a relationship with Jesus!

That was where Moses was at / He caught a glimpse

of God and of heaven and It ruined him to this
world!

A)He would later - Climb the Mountain /to meet w/
God. — longed to be on the Mt. Stayed 40 days — In
God' s Presence

B) There was a time when God was going to abandon the
people — because of their rebellion / send an Angel



1) Moses said to God - No Angel "You or nothing
Not You Lord we are not going"
C) God said ok- Moses said — One more thing - SEE
GLORY!

“Christianity in its purest form, is nothing more than
seeing Jesus. Something happens to the person who
has witnessed His majesty . One glimpse of the king
and you are consumed with a desire to see more of
Himand to say more about Him” Max Lucado

Greatest need of our Young People!
A)Not just apologetics—the head —important — but
the heart — they have to have an encounter with JC

B)Parents’ faith —that will RUIN THEM to this
world —no desiretheworld.
1)Encounter with God — every camp — study

Seeing the Lord affected M oses in another way : He
saw theworld for what it was, that it was Passing !
A)V25 Note Sin is Pleasureable/ but the Problem is
it doesn't last, it doesn't satisfy

B)The person living for this World will be a person who
lives by Sight , lives by what he can See, Touch, Taste.
1) He will seek for pleasure & fulfillment in those
things But everything that this world has to offer
isfleeting & Temporary

And M oses had all that thisworld had to offer but he
realized it was passing because/ He saw God!

A) Asaresult V,26 He ESTEEMED the reproach of
Christ — greater riches than the treasures in Egypt
because He looked to the Reward.

B)IN other words— He saw the big Picture!
1)Do anything — Lamb blood on the door —walk thru
awall of water -

C)The life of Moses TEACHES us that when we see
the Lord — when we hold on to the big picture - We
see everything elsein the RIGHT PERSPECTIVE!

In v.30 He mentions Joshua — Joshua’s life teaches us
the importance of following God’s plan even when it
makes sense to no one but God

A)JERICHO 1°" major obstacle to possessing the
promise land — possessing the promise of God!
Joshua out surveying — battle plan —

B)God gives Him one - —what a plan —silly — God’s
plan march once a day seven days —final day 7 times
— blow the trumpet — CRAZY!

C) Joshua’s life illustrates the Victory of Faith —
Believing and obeying the plan of God — even when it
doesn’t make sense.

1)Watching Him do the MIRACULOUS.



After Joshua he mentions Rahab in v.31 — Rahab
teaches us that God uses people w/ sinful back
grounds.

A)Did you know there is a former Prostitute in the
Hall of Faith — ( Note Jeremiah, Ezekiel , Isaiah,
Elisha are not mentioned) but Rahab the harlot is—

B) She heard the testimony of Jehovah's greatness —
believed it & acted upon it!

1)She hid the spies — and when al of Jericho is
destroyed sheis spared.

C)Imaginethaose spies’ conver sations with their wives
— So the whole city is going to be destroyed — no one
gpared —well one— Rahab — Hooker

1)IS she pretty.

D)l love how God wor ks —loves to shake things up —and
He doesn’'t stop there — He picks Rahab to be in the line
of Christ —She marriesand | sraelite Salmon

1)Has a Baby — Boaz who marries Ruth — baby Obed —
his wife — Jesse — His wife gives birth to David -

2) Joseph and Mary parents of Jesus are both
descendants of David{ God is so AWESOME

E)The life of Rahab teaches us that — God is able to
work in spite of our labels.

See Rahab had a label — Prostitute. — she eventually
received a new label — Rahab themother of Kings.
A)ln some ways Rahab’s story is our story — Each of
ushasa Label — connected to our past.

B)Some of you have had your label concealed for a
long time- you prefer to keep it a secret — maybe you
had an abortion —or promiscuous— hurt pp
1)Adulterer —whatever

C)You avoid letting people get too close or talking
about your past because of the shame.
1)Your label keepsyou from getting too closeto God.

Hereis something that isinteresting —when the spies
offered to spare Rahab they said nothing about her
lifestyle. —

A)Abandoning her trade was not part of the deal —
changing her lifewasn’t discussed.

B)See Rahab’s label was not an obstacle for God —
and neither isyours!

C)God picked Rahab- put her in theHall of faith and
the line of Jesus — just to tick prudish pp off —
REALLY - Magnify Hisgrace

Dlllustrate— come just asyou are. — Labelsand all —
| can work with that



V.32-40 Many other examples : Idea is how many
mor e examples do | need to givein order to make my
point

A)l am not running out of examples but | am
running out of timel!

B)Let’sread — point out two things!

C)V.39 These died in faith — having not received the
promise of God — God delayed — but they held on
1)Theworld was not worthy of such pp

Onelast word of encouragement is offered in verse
40.

ARemember He is writing to those living in the midst of
Intense persecution — Nero — Keep going —

B)Keep believings! - helinks believersfrom Old and
New Testamentstogether, showing that thereisa
continuity and unity in our faith.

D)There are not "two faiths," one old and the other new.
1)They looked forward to Christ in the shadows
through a Levitical priesthood and animal sacrifices,

They looked forward —we look back - we see Christ
in all thefullness and sufficiency of His death on the
Cr 0SS.

A)They lived under the old covenant while looking
for thefulfillment of the new covenant in Chrigt.

They lived looking ahead to the first coming of
Christ and the fulfillment of the promise.
A)New pp/ Nation/ Promised Child/ Savior.

B)Welook back —fulfilled in Christ —and now we
look forward —to the 2™ coming of Christ
1)THE REST OF THE BIG PICTURE!

C)HisKINGDOM /HISPLAN /HISGLORY

Thisiswhat | want all of usto grab a hold of aswe
wrap up thisch. Today isthereisa big picture.
A)God’swill isgoing to becarried out —You can
fight with it/ runfrom it/ resist it — But it doesn’t
matter — It isgoing to happen.

B)The best thing we can doisgo with it, beapart of
it —partner with - Gowith theflow.

C)Realize — Sphere of influence—is about being a
part of that Plan.

D)Keep Running therace{Don’t lose heart —

D)Not a part of the plan —giveyour lifeto Christ
1) GET IN THE GAME!!



