ACTS 9:20-43 TIMING

Acts9:20-43 TIMING!

| want to begin our study this morning by having you look at the
Gravestones on the Screens!
A)Center oneisfor agroup of Soldierswho were all from the same town.

B)Memorial day weekend —remember those who gave their lives—
STAND - PRAY

C)Look at each one of these grave markers— some of Stone other s of
Bronze
1)Some simple —others mor e of a design

D)But they all have onething in common —if you look close you will see
it!
1) -

That littlelinein between when you are born and when you die—that is
your lifel

A)You don’t determine when you are born —and you don’t deter mine
when you die!

B)But that littleline —represents everything in between - You have a
huge part to play in that!

C)!I would think that all of uswould like to make some impact while we
arehere
1)Especially for the Lord!

D)Been said that effective service happens when you have the Right
Person, at the Right Place, doing the Right Thing, at the Right Time!
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ACTS 9:20-43 TIMING

E)Timing isimportant!

But hereiswhat | have also discovered —isthat God’s Timing is usually
different from mine —but Histiming is always per fect!
A)We see several examples of that in our text this morning

B)L ast week we took sometimeto look at the Conversion of Saul of
Tarsus... Apostle Paul

C)Thisiswhat we said about him!
1)Deeply religious — Pharisee —
2)Super intelligent — Top Student of top teacher

D) Fanatical — Destroy Christians
1)Hunter was being Hunted — Jesus pursued Saul

E)He was apprehended on theroad to Damascus
1)Conversion took place —though blinded — he saw things clearly — Jesus
was M essiah!

F)He wastransfor med by the power of God!
1)Empowered by the HS/ Water Baptized

V.20 Immediately he preached Jesus as Son of God
A)A transformed Paul wantsto tell everyonethat Jesusisthe M essiah!

B)With every and passion that he was using to destroy
Christianity —

1)He now wantsto Proclaim Christ and to Defend the gospel w/ same
Zeal and Passion!
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C)That isvery common trait amongst new Believers
1)Eyes opened — they want to tell everyone — Awesome {

D)Tell you what Jesus did for me!

But often timeswe in the Church can be quick to prop up someone who
has influence — Testimony
A)Never allow them to get grounded

B)So Saul isgoing for it the believers are amazed and the unbelieversare
all getting saved — Right?
1)That is not what we see happening here

C)Right guy —doing right thing —right place — but it isevidently the
Wrong time!

So Paul isZealous—Heisbold —Heis preaching and theresult is— The
Jewswant to kill him —he hasto fleefor hislifel

A)l am surethat wasa little discouraging for Paul.

B)l picture Paul asthis guy who was atype A personality —

1)Bold —smart- outspoken —forceful. — I nfluential

C)TheKind of guy that othersfollowed !

D)Hewasn’t used to thiskind of reection from the Jews!
1)So | believethiscameasasurprise—

E)V.25 The DisciplesTOOK HIM —ideaisalmost by force—you have
got to get out of here.
1)Paul might have been proneto fight!
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What happens next in Paul’slifeishuge— Lukedoesn’t speak of it here—
Paul tellsusin Galatians 1

Galatians 1:15-20

“But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb
and called methrough Hisgrace, 16 toreveal His Son in me, that | might
preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not immediately confer with
flesh and blood, 17 nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were
apostles before me; but | went to Arabia, and returned again to
Damascus.

18 Then after threeyears| went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
remained with him fifteen days. 19 But | saw none of the other apostles
except James, the Lord's brother.”

So Saul goes out into thedesert for an unspecified time. —
A)Arabiareferstotheareatotheeast of Damascus.

B)Somethink that he spent timein the Sinai desert, where M oses
received the law.

C)What did Saul do there? We can surmise that he spent time pouring
over the Scripturesthat he knew so well from hisupbringing,

D)But thistime examining them from the fresh light of his conversion
experience with therisen and exalted Jesus Christ.

Effective ministry isborn out of intimacy!

A)Saul goestothe desert convinced that Jesusisthe M essiah —comes
back even more convinced
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B)But He also comesback a LOVER OF JESUS!

C)Paul’ swriting concer ning the Love of Christ isastounding —
1)Resounding theme — Christ lovefor Sinnerd saints

D)So we learn from this an important thing about Ministry- Sitting at
Jesus Feet

1)Sitting comes before Serving—Mary/ Martha

“Onethingisneeded .. Chosen.. not taken

E)Some put Paul’sdesert experience between v22/23

So after Arabia Paul goes back to Damascus a total of 3years—Hefinally
headsto Jerusalem

A)Now isthetimeright ?—Wrong RD V.26

26 And when Saul had cometo Jerusalem, hetried tojoin the disciples;
but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.

B) T his shows how vicious Saul was before his conversion — 3 yrs have
gone by —the memory of what hewaslikeis still etched in their minds

C)They were afraid of him —not believing —thinking thisisa set up
{ Rabbi in Jerusalem
1)Many of the missionaries have had to leave.

D)So Paul getsreected by the Jews at Damascus
1)Regjected by the Christiansin Jerusalem

E)l am surethat thingsare not going like he hoped!
1)Being a Christian and a messenger of Jesusishard

Enter Barnabas— Influential in Paul’slife—hereand later in Ch. 11
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{ Antioch help
A)Barnabas— Son of encouragement — Brings him to the Apostles

B)So Paul is sent home —where heisgoing to stay for

At least 4yrs—possibly 8yrs

1)Falls off theradar so to speak —WRONG TIME!

C)l am sure Paul preached and ministered during that time of hislife—
1)Not mentioned —no record —heisministering in relative obscurity.

2)Add his3yrsin thedesert and in Damascus with these 4-8 yrsin
Tarsus{7-11 yrsout of the picture

D)He will now drop off the pages of the book of Actsuntil Ch.13 except
for one brief mention in Ch. 11

E)For somewhere thisman’slifeisa complete mystery

1)And yet he will become the prominent vessal in the 2nd half of the book
startingin Ch.13-TIMING!

God had a plan for Paul’slife: In God’s plan Histiming is always perfect
—right on time never late!
A)Your life—Single—want to bemarried — Timing

B)Ministry — Timing
1)Buy a house—Timing

C)Building project —We saw one time frame — He saw another —

Economy collapse
1)Can’t afford to build right now — considering options— WAITING!
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D)Not our focus!

So Paul is sent home

31 Then the churchesthroughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and wer e edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

Now the focus shifts back to Peter! RD V.32-35
A)Peter isgoing out to encourage the Churches/ comesto Lydda — 23
miles from Jerusalem

B)Once again we see an illustration of God’s Timing.
1)Wewill seethat God led Peter to Lydda when hedid in order to get
him to Joppa.

C) Sothat in Ch. 10 He could get Peter to Cornielus—start thiswhole
new thing amongst the Gentiles.

1)God orchestrates thiswhole thing so beautiful and when we look back
hindsight — perfect sense

Anytimein my life when things seem Fuzzy- | can look back in therear
view mirror soto speak and see what God did at other fuzzy times
A)Hewasworking all along orchestrating eventsin my life for His
GOOD!

B)That gives me confidence to continue to trust in Him during those seasons
where things just seem Fuzzy!

C)Heisworking — because He always working — He has wor ked befor e
So Peter set out to go and visit and encour age the Churches— God has
another Plan.

A)He comesto Lydda v.33 encountersthis man Aeneas who has been
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paralyzed for 8yrs

B)V.34 Peter says Aeneas Jesus Christ heals you — M akes you whole —
present tense! Arise

C)It saysv.34 Immediately he arose! — Peter says Arise and immediately
Hearose—
1) Thereisno atrophy in those muscles or nerves

D)No need for Physical therapy — no rehab — His bones muscles and
nerves ar e healed instantaneoudly.

V.35 Says So all saw and turned to the Lord!
A)So God allows thisone man’s sufferingtobea CATALY ST moment in
bringing many to himself!

B)L ooking back in therearview mirror of Hislife—I am surethat
Aeneaswouldn’t have had it any other way!

1) —heisnot going to bethe bitter guy
in the corner —who is mad because God allowed him to be Paralyzed for
8yrs

C)Heisoverjoyed that hislife—His DASH was able to accomplish so
much in histown —thru hisweakness!  Nick vuijic

D)Joni Erickson — Keep you paralyzed — greater impact!

Theimpact of the healing of Aeneaswas not just reserved for Lydda!
A)Thishappened in Lydda at thistime because God wanted the news of
It to spread to Joppa!

36 At Joppa therewasa certain disciple named Tabitha, which is
translated Dor cas.
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A)l think | would have stuck with Tabitha, - We hear Dorcas—think —
female version of Dork

B)Tabithais Aramaic — Gazelle— Dorcasisthe greek rendering of the
sameword — Gazelle

v.36b Thiswoman was full of good wor ks and charitable deeds which she
did. 37 But it happened in those days that she became sick and died.
When they had washed her, they laid her in an upper room.

38 And since Lydda was near Joppa, { about 10 miles—from Lydda 33
milesfrom Jerusalem } and the disciples had heard that Peter wasthere,
they sent two men to him, imploring him {Begging strongly urging} not
to delay in coming to them.

RD V.39-43

So we seethe Orchestration of God’s Divine Timing herein the Life of
Peter and His affect on two Cities

A)God wanted him in Joppa and wants him to stay there—we will see
why next week

B)New Chpt Gentiles
| want to Close this mor ning by making some obser vations about Dor cas!
A)Joppa wasdestroyed in 68A.D. burned by the Romans!

B)But Joppa has aremarkable history that goes back over 3,000 yrs!
C)Weknow that when Solomon was building the temple that hisfather
David prior to hisdeath had orchestrated a deal with Hiram king of Tyre
1)Supply cedars of Lebonan to build the temple.

D)Those Cedarswerefloated town the Mediterranian to the port at
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Joppa —taken to Jerusalem.

We know that when Jonah was called to go to Nineveh and preach
against that great city
A)Hefled to Joppa —boarded a boat for Tarsus.

B)Storm — Lots- Whale — Barf — good man down
1)We know Joppa from that!

C)Things you probably don’t know about Joppa also called Jaffa
1)After the Romansdestroyed it in 68 A.D. —it fell into Muslim hands for
centuries.

D)Until Richard theLion heart late 1100 came and took Joppa back and
rebuilt the Citadel and the city

That was followed by Saladin the Arab warrior who attacked Joppa
killing 20,000 of King Richards Men

A)From that point on Joppa laid desolate and under Muslim control.

B)Until 1799 when Napoleon came to Joppa and leveled it to the ground!
C)But then from 1800-1814 it wasrebuilt by the Turksand standsto this

day
1D)Port city in I sradl.

Most of you didn’t know any of that — did you? All those incredible
battles. Richard, Saladin, Napoleon

A)lnteresting that what we know about Joppa isfrom thiswoman
Dor cas!

B)We know this city because of thiswoman! And verse 36b —tellsusthis
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about her/ Good Dash — She was full of good works and Charitable deeds

C) V.37 Shegot sick —we are not sure how long shewas sick — but the
Lord had her sick when Peter was at Lydda and had her diewhile hewas
therel

D)Sheisthisgreat godly woman — everyone weeping
1)Sad for the L oss of Dorcas

Sheisoneof thelast pp on earth that you would think that God would
take!

A)Sheisdoing do Good — Huge DASH — it would have been easy to think
—Why her —

B)Lord therearealot of rotten peoplein Joppa—Why Tabitha — Not
fair

C)Main ministry wearetold isshecarried for Widows and or phans.
1)She might have been an widow herself — nothing is mentioned of her
husband.

D)Thefact that her house had an upper room signifies that she had some
wealth —not normal

Therewere many widows in Joppa — port city —seaman
A)Many Wiveswith their Children saw their husbands sail off and never
return.

B) Dor cas decided her mission field wasright in front of her!
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C)Which iswhere most of our mission fields are at
Because most of uswill not go off to Africa, Russia,
Not go off to Ireland or Costa Rica

D)Dor cas watched those widows down at the shore picking up drift wood
with their kids

Thiswoman touches an entire city with a needle and some thread.
A)Shewaslike Mary she did what she could with what she had and it
was enough!

B)She dies— all the widows wer e there mour ning —weeping convulsively
—audibly.

C)Showing each other the coats and gar mentsthat Dorcas had made for
them.

Most people only had one set of clothes—two was a luxury
A)Didn’t have closet fullslike we have today! —

B)Woman Nothing to wear — New
1)Man nothing to wear — Clean

C) It washugein a sea port town likethat whereit could get cold to have
a coat!

D)Thiswoman with a needle and thread had tied this entire community
together

1)The people loved her so much they thought just maybe — God would
have mercy and bring her back

E)God answer ed their Prayer!
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1)Dor cas— Unsung Her os — behind the scene pp —
Doing little things huge impact on pp

F)Big Dash
Aswe closetoday | want to ask a few Questions

1. Presently what isthereto show for your Dash?
A)Your liferight now —your impact!

B)If you died — Missed? —

1)Anthony Poole — M emorial — so many wonder ful things said —impact —
on and on!

C)What would they say about you ?

D)Not the motivation — but it isan interesting question to ask our selves!
2. What isin front of you? — What have you been given- what talent.
A)How areyou using that to bless others— benefit others

B)Money are you generous

C)Sewing

D)M echanically

3. Areyou wrestling today with God’s Timing
A)Asking why ? Surrender that

B)Complaining how long
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Timing — Not saved — Your Dash really hasn’t begun
Today isthe day of Salvation

Walked away — Surrender
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