Acts 17:1-10 Another King

Acts17:1-10 Another King!

Following and Serving Jesusisthe most exciting lifethat you can live. —
Not without it’s challenges.

A)But it isawesometo see how God meets usin the midst of our
Challenges— pours His grace upon us.

B)Weseea VIVID pictureof that herein the book of Actsand particular
in the life of the apostle Paul.

C) Wearenow into Paul’s 2nd missionary jour ney.
D)God had opened new doors and new hearts!

Originally Paul wanted to go into Asia Minor —to the city of Ephesus.
A)But God had forbidden him —not yet time.

B)Instead God steered him by way of a vision into Europe — Macedonia —
city of Philippi

C)First timethe gospel went into Europe which isworth noting
considering the impact the gospel would have on the world —from
Europe.

Aswe begin Chapter 17 today we will seein this chapter Paul goesinto 3
cities.

A)Each city thereisadifferent response to the message of the gospel.

B) In Thessalonica — Resisted.

1) In Berea — Received { example
2) In Athens—Ridiculed
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C) Athens—it was beneath them — beneath their philosophical greats—
1)Beneath the wisdom of the greeks

D)I point this out because things haven’t changed in 2,000 yrs— still find
thesethreeresponse
1)Thosewhoresist / Thosewho receive/.... ridicule

E)So aswelook at the eventsin this chapter over the next few weekswe
will better under stand our world.
1)Aswe seek to bewitnessesfor Jesusin it!

V.1 Now when they had passed through Amphipolisand Apollonia, they
came to Thessalonica, wher e there was a synagogue of the Jews.
A)So herewe see that Paul comesto Thessalonica

B)A city where hewould spend a total of one month but in that one
month — God did a great work.

C)Read to you Paul wrote to the Thessalonians

1 Thess2:1,2 For you your selves know, brethren, that our coming to you was
not in vain. 2 But even after we had suffered before and wer e spitefully treated
at Philippi, asyou know, we were bold in our God to speak to you the gospel of
God in much conflict.

Once again —we arereminded that men who are empowered by the
Spirit —serving God — will go through times of difficulty and suffering/
conflict

A)Boldnesswasin God and the empowering of the Holy Spirit

B) Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you. And you will be my witnesses, telling people about me ever ywhere—in
Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and totheends of theearth." NLT
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C)How the early Church started — power of the HS and now at this point
weare 15yrsintothe STORY

1)Paul and his companions are still doing what they are doing — by the
power of theHS

D)Church that is how we do what we are called to do as believers— 2,000
yrslater —power of the Spirit.

1)Not clever programs—not sophisticated strategiesjust pp surrendered
totheHS.

Now beforewe move on thereisone morething | want you to note here
in v.1 about their journey.

A)Dr. Lukewho wrotethe book of Actsunder theinspiration of the Holy
Spirit —makesit seem likethiswasjust a Saturday stroll.

B)Having passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they cameto
Thessalonica,

C) Philippi was 33 milesfrom Amphipolis

Amphipoliswas 33 miles from Apollonia,

Apollonia was 37 miles from Thessalonica,

D)Do the math discover —it was ajourney of 100miles— Roman Rd —
1)So thisjourney of 100 milesis covered in oneverse

Now | don’t think that heisbdlittling—the effort, the distance or the
journey.

A)l think heishelping us see what Jesus meant when he said in Matthew
11:28 —“My yokeiseasy and my burden islight.”
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B)Seethere arethingsthat might look really hard to us.
1)We might think — —to sharethegospel. 97 milesThis
churchto LAX

C)Walk all that way to go and share the gospel — not knowing what kind
of reception we will have.

1D)If welooked at Paul’s previous experiences— probably not going to be
well recelved.

D)We would wrestle with that —in fact alot of us—wrestle with taking
the gospel acrossthe street.

Now imagine you walk from Vistato LAX to sharethe gospel some one

said | will write a sentence about that. — ONE SENTENCE COME ON!
HARD —TIRED — FEET HURT

Follow me here: The point isNOT that it wasn’t hard —we already read in 1

Thess 2 Conflict affliction/ trouble

A)Thepoint is that isthe Yokethat Jesus putson you it islight!

B)Think about what some of you have gone through over the past few
year s —tough things.

1)Battled with Cancer —Hard

2)Lost your Job —Hard

3)Lost your house—Hard

A)Forced career Change—Hard

C)AIl those thingsARE HARD —DIFFICULT
1)But asyou havetrusted Jesus—clung to Jesus— He has sustained you.

D)There hasbeen alightnessto it — He hasmet you in your weakness
with hisgrace—His power.
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Living in the Promise of Psalm 125:1-2

“Thosewho trustintheLord, arelike Mount Zion,

which cannot be moved, but abidesforever.

2 Asthe mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds His people
from thistimeforth and forever.”

How many of you know what | am talking about —you arein the midst of
a Hard time —but Jesus has been surrounding —you — Lightnessto it!

Amazing — Paul knew it too! —

2 Corinthians 1:8 “we despaired even of lifeitself,”

2 Corinthians 4:17 “ Light affliction.”

Precious brother & sister —Clingto Jesus! Trust Him!

A)Thisweek in your journey In the midst of the hardest trial — Know this
—Heissurrounding you - so that you will not be moved

B)Hisyokeiseasy —Hisburdenislight —Hecarriesyou and Hecarries
it

"It ispossibleto trust God too little..but it isNOT possibetotrust God
too much..." Hudson Taylor

So Paul cameto Thessalonica — He passed two small towns— Amphipolis
AND Apoallonia,

A) Thessalonica which was a major Metropolitan areain the Roman
empire.

B)It wasa major Population center!
C)Here we see another pattern of Paul’s—go into a major population

area — Reach that city for Jesus.
1)Church birthed — developed —that Church —would in turn reach the
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surrounding smaller cities.

D)Good pattern — I mention this because a lot iswritten today about the
L arge Mega Churches

1)Put down those Churches—rise of the Home church movement —
advocating smaller Churches

But | believethat God has ordained larger Churchesin theselast days—
purpose of getting the gospel out.

L ar ge chur ches have mor e resour ces, mor e people, opportunity to do
mor e. — Reach more.

A))Think about this—We have around 100 pp involved in our outreach
to camp Pendleton. —

1)

B)Think about this— over thelast 14 yrswe have sent out 25 families—
full time Church plant or mission field
1)25 familiesfor atotal of about 75 pp/

C) Prob. Not the case if we were a church of 100 pp.

D)Ministry to schools, homeless, - all of that would not be possible — if
we wer e a Church of only 100pp.

SO When new pp come here— 1| am alwaysinterested in how theLord is
going to use them.

A)Some of you ar e givers—support —tithes offerings
B)Some of you SERVE —you get involved

1)Some of you PRAY
2)Some of you WILL GO!
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C)If you arenot in one of those categories— you need to be asking the
Lord —what do you have for me.
DNOT HERE TO SIT! —=Timeto heal —few months

2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, SYNAGOGUE and for three
Sabbaths reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and
demonstrating that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and
saying, " ThisJesuswhom | preach toyou isthe Christ." 4 And some of them
wer e persuaded; and a great multitude of the devout Greeks, and not a few of
the leading women, joined Paul and Silas.

He reasoned with them: Reasoned - to conver se, discour se with one, to
discuss.
A)Primarily denotes" to ponder, or resolvein one's mind"

B)Christianity isareasonablefaith. — It givesthe most reasonable
answersto the questionsthat life poses.

C)Lots of pp have sought to answer the questionsthat life poses.
1)When did life begin, why islife so hard — so wonderful and yet so
messed up.

D)C.S. Lewis—Wasan atheist most of hislife—cameto faith after being
a Renaisance Professor at Oxford in England — I nstitute for higher
lear ning

E)After comingto Christ — Lewis said
“I believein Christianity as| believethat the sun hasrisen. Not only because |
seelt, but because by it | seeeverything else” — C. Lewis |s Theology Poetry?

In other wordswhen | look at the scriptureseverything that | have ever
pondered or thought about — every single question | havein my heart the
scriptures give insight to those questions of life.

file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/ Rob%20Nash/My%20Documents/vista/media/A cts/44-ACT-017-001-text.htm (7 of 15)3/24/2011 12:12:07 PM



Acts 17:1-10 Another King

They explain everything else.

Paul isreasoning —explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, " This Jesus whom |
preach to you isthe Christ."

A)So Paul istaking them into the OT scriptures and explaining &
demonstrating - M essiah had to suffer

B)Suffer for the sinsof the world —die—taking on himself the wrath of
God — pay the Price
1)No doubt — using passages like — | saiah 53/PS 22

C)Hewould die—BURIED —3 DAYSRISE AGAIN
1)those who believein that — embrace that Saved.

Why isthisimportant?
A)TheJewsin thefirst century wereunder Roman oppression —

B)They had the tendency to do what we do —illustrated in that old Simon
& Garfunkel song

“All liesin jest, man hearswhat he wantsto hear and disregardsthe
rest....Lie lie....” Simon and Garfunkel

C)Song istrue—we have a tendency to see and hear what we want to see
and hear — block out therest.

D)The Jewish pp were guilty of this—they wereliving under Roman
oppression

1) Therewereall these OT promises—Messiah — deliverer —overthrow
Oppressors—

2)Set up EVERLASTING Kingdom
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E)That isthe messiah they wer e waiting for!

But therewas a whole another set of OT scripturesthat spoke of how the
Messiah suffer and die.
A)Thosethey ignored

B)We seeclearly from our vantage point —2 comings
Hindsight isalways 20/20

1)1st to die— Oppression of sin and death —
2)2"d Reign — set up hiskingdom

C)In fact in order to reconcile these scriptures some of the Rabbisin the

1st century started to teach that there were 2 M essiahs
1)They called the reigning M essiah “M essiah Ben David,” after Isragl’s
mightiest king.

D)They called the suffering Messiah “ M essiah Ben Joseph,” after the Old
Testament hero who suffered unjustly at the hands of his brethren.

Paul was illustrating that both of these sets of scriptures had their
fulfillment in Christ.
A)Result — V.4 Some of the Jews wer e persuaded —

B)Persuaded — They agreed —they believed
1)1t speaks of both an intellectual aswell asa heart decision.

C)They understood with their minds and embraced with their hearts.

So some of the Jews wer e persuaded — A great Multitude of the greeks—
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and some of the Prominent women.
A)Noticethere arethree groups of peoplein the synagogue -Jews of
Course

B)Greeks - seeing patter n always greeks — gentiles
1)The Jewsreferred to them as Those who feared God. God fearers

C)Some leading women — Prominent women —

1)These wer e women who wer e educated —who had somehow escaped
the oppression of Rome —

2)Greek and Roman society women wer e degr aded.

D)These women broke free- Like Lydia—Business and education —

Some Jews/ Great Multitude of Greeks— some L eading women.
A)AIl hearing the M essage of Jesus—responding to the message of Grace
—freedom in Christ

B)Responding to this message of freedom —thisisgreat —right —thisis
awesome —

1)Not everyone thought so!

5 But the Jews who wer e not persuaded, becoming envious, took some of the
evil men from the marketplace, and gathering a mob, set all the city in an
uproar and attacked the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the
people.

C)The Jewswho wer e not persuaded —no doubt being led by the
religious leaders— grew envious

1)Seeing these people becoming freein Jesus—and they start to panic —
driven by envy.

D)See throughout the history of Judaism in thefirst century — The
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pattern of thereligiousleadersin I srael was

They had taken the law of God and the Law of M oses and interpreted —
The Mishnah. / Talmud

A)Volumes — explaining what the laws meant and how they wereto be
Interpreted.

B)What a good Jew was supposed to look like—what he could and
couldn’t do.

C) Thiswas Their attempt to put man in thislittle box — control man -
1)That iswhat religion seeks to do — But Jesus came to set men free. Gospel —
freesin/ rules /{

Thesereligiousleaders are seeing people become free in Jesus and they
don't likeit.

A)They are going to losetheir control — quit coming to the synagogue —
quit tithing — Jealous

B) Their Jealousy leads them to do something crazy!

1) They gointo the market place looking for evil men to hire—KJV
“lewd men of the baser sort.”

C)Hooligans—thugs - They gather a mob!

Notice what envy and desiring control isdoing to these men
A)These arethe distinguished leader s of the synagogue and they are
going into the Alleys and night looking for Gang members—thugs
B)They attacked the house of Jason —{Hospitality

1)Attack isthey assaulted — violence here.
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C)But Paul and his company were not there —

So they drag Jason to therulers of the city! — The other controllers—
Religious controllersv.6
A)Thesearethecontrollers in the political realm —

B)Thereligious controllers go to the political controllers—we' ve got
problems

1)Thereissomething going on in our city that isfreeing pp —not good for
either of us!

C)So they are stirring up the palitical rulersand unknowingly —they give
Paul & hisparty the highest compliment they could give —

V.6 These who have turned the world upside down have come her e too.

In reality the world was already upside down because of sin and evil —
selfishness

A)M essage of the gospel —the person of Jesustakes an upside down
world —turnsit rightside up

B)Upside down life—and turnsit right side up.
1)Your life—your marriage

C)Hereishow they appealed to the Political rulers

V.7-9 Jason has harbored them, and these are all acting contrary tothe
decrees of Caesar, saying thereisanother king— Jesus." 8 And they
troubled the crowd and therulers of the city when they heard these
things. 9 So when they had taken security from Jason and therest, they
let them go.

Another King—Turnsthingsright side up —

file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/ Rob%20N ash/My%20Documents/vista/media/A cts/44-ACT-017-001-text.htm (12 of 15)3/24/2011 12:12:07 PM



Acts 17:1-10 Another King

Turned theworld upside down —now their kin ismessing with our city
{ Rub even today!
A)l don’t want a KING who isgoing to comein and rearrange my life.

B)I don’t want a King who isgoing to call the shots
1)Man wantsto be on hisown throne

Bb) Peopletoday CRY legalize gay marriage —unconstitutional —
1) not about the constitution it is about —wanting what THEY want
instead of what God wants

C)Take In God we trust off of our money — Prayer out of our schools—
unconstitutional

1)Nothing to do with Constitution — It isabout — They don’t want to be
reminded with thereality thereisa God.

D)If thereisa God —then that meansthey haveto answer to Him!

Another King—turningright sideup! No Heis messing with our system!
A)But before we get to Critical of those who areliberal and have hard
hearts.

Bb)If we are honest we can be the same way

B)We hold on to bitternessinstead of forgiving — because we say |
deserveto bebitter —they hurt me

C)What we essentially are saying is King Jesus — stay away from that
area of my life.

D)Welivein fear —refusingto trust —saying —Jesus| really don’t trust
you to be my King
1)So | have got to figurethis out on my own
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Think about an area of your life—whereyou areresisting!
A)Area of compromiseyou refuseto surrender —Areawheredon’t trust
—arearefusetoyied

B)Hereiswhat you are saying—Lord in that area of my life—1 don’t
want you to be my king!

C)Under stand something crucial —here—
Theword A king UNLIKE
Caesar.

D)Ceaser was an oppressor — Satan istoo — all about bondage — fears—
bitterness—lust —sin

E)AIl about bondage — oppression — contr ol

Thekingship of JesusisUNLIKE that of therulersof thisworld.
A)Jesus conquer swith love, not armies.

B)Hisweapons aretruth and Grace.

C)He conquersthrough His crosswhere he died for a world of lost

sinners.
1)He died for His enemies. Hedied for Y ou!

C)Hewantsto pour Hislove and grace out upon your life.
1)He wantsto do what is best for you

D)Heisinterested in You asa person —not just a servant in His kingdom.
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1)He knows your needs—fears— concerns—strugglesand Desiresto
shower you in His blessings

E)THAT isour KING.... That isOUR Jesus.

Mark 15
Pilate’ s choice — King of the Jews—{Not my king

Every knee Bow —tongue confess — Jesusis King of kings— L ord of
Lords

Bow now - TOO LATE LATER!
Christian Resisting — Jesus sorry — Surrender

Never bowed - Repent — Turn from sin
Rebellion —come home — Open heart again
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