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Acts 21-23 The Power of Absolute Surrender!

Thismorning we arereturning to our study in the book of Acts—weare
picking up the Story in Acts 21 — Paul is on hisway to Jerusalem.
A)ltisthe . He will eventually end up in Rome —
wher e he will eventually dieasa Martyr for Christ.

B)The that we seein Paul in this section of Scriptureis
despite the fact that he knows what awaits him

1)He moves and shares throughout these last chapterswith incredible
confidence and Power.

C)That iswhy | have entitled thismessage THE POWER OF
ABSOLUTE SURRENDER -and it really isthe theme of thesefinal
chapters.

Thetheme of the message isnot about an EXTERNAL POWER | but an
INTERNAL POWER.

A)That Power isCHRIST IN YOU THE HOPE OF GLORY.
B)Listen: The power of the Christian lifeisJESUSHIMSELF.

DIt isnot something that He givesyou. It isHim.

C)Jesus does not dispense Power and strength the way a Phar macist fills
a prescription.

1)Takethispill for encouragement, thisonefor patience—and thisone
for POWER. -—ONLY ONE.

No what Jesusdoes—isHe gives us Himself!
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A)Jesusisthe Christian Life. — It Jesusliving in and thru your lifeby His
spirit that allows you and meto be who God has called and designed us
to be.

B)God has made no provision for you and | to live the Christian life

. Not | just need to try harder.
1)Jesusisthe Christian life—The Christian lifeis all about Surrendering
mor e of me—to Jesus—

C)Themorel surrender to Jesus the morethat Jesusis seen in me
1)The morethe Attributes of Who Jesusis—are
One of those Attributesis POWER.

D)ThereisPower, you seein Absolute Surrender to JESUS!

D)No one demonstrates that kind of living more powerfully and
profoundly than the APOSTLE PAUL.

Asa Pastor —| try to always live what | preach —but we are entering
some deep waters here.

A)l personally don’t know anyone who can get up and say —All that | am
and all that | want and all that | will beisALWAY S JESUS.

B)I think wewould all liketo be ableto say that: - But it isnot the reality
1)But my heartscry isJesus| want more of you in me—1 want to
decrease and | want you to increase.

C)Paul had it — | want to be growing in that mentality in my life.

D)So as we move through thisfinal section — I want usto see the Power of

Jesus being manifested in Paul He was absolutely surrendered
to Christ and Hismission. { }
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E)We are going to actually cover —three Ch.stoday — becausethis
section encompasses an entire story.
DI want usto seeit in Full. Power in 4 ways!

Starting in Ch.21 #1 We seethe Power of One Purpose! RD V.1-4
A)V.4 They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem.

B)But didn’t weread already in Acts 20:22 —where Paul said “ And see,
now | go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem,”

C)Bound = Compelled or Driven- The Holy Spirit was pushing him
toward Jerusalem.

Paul continued —1 go bound ....v.22b not knowing the things that will
happen to methere, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifiesin every city,
saying that chains and tribulations await me.

So is God being schizophrenic here?
A)One Chapter — Paul you are going to Jerusalem and bad stuff is
waiting for you there.

B)Next Chapter God issaying through the believers—Don’t go Paul.
Answer —No God is not being Schizophrenic —{That isnot God — your
boss maybe—-NOT God.

C)Hereiswhat is happening —the Holy Spirit istelling them both the
samething. —Hereiswhat the Holy spirit is saying:
1)Paul thereisgoing to be problemsif you go to Jerusalem.

Now hereishow the Christianswer e inter preting the message — If there

IS going to be problems —then that means you need to avoid them.
A)ln other wordsDON'T GO PAUL!
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B)Thisisamistakethat alot of Christian makethat the goal in lifeisto
avoid hardship. — Problems—AVOID THEM.

C)So the Christians wer e inter preting the warning as Paul you shouldn’t
Gol

D)Paul issaying Yesthereisa Warning from the Spirit —so | had better
be Ready!
1)See the difference?

E)Paul was able to have that attitude because remember back in Ch.
20:24 Rignht after talking about how the HS told him he would suffer
1)Paul said V. 24 But none of these things move menor do | count my life
dear to myself — Running theraceto finish with Joy!

Seethat isthe Power of living for One purpose that comes from Absolute
surrender —
Paul’s one Purpose wasto Glorify Christ

A)Up- Reach - Weexist to giveglory to Jesusfor who Heisand all that
He hasdonefor us, and to glorify Jesusin everything we do by giving
Him our best!

B)Paul was living for one Purposeto See Jesusglorified in and thru His
life.
RD V.5-9

C)SO0 they land in Caesarea and there was a road heading out of
Caesarea — 64 milesstraight to Jerusalem - Paul will make a B- line
1)Even though —troubleiswaiting for Him —

Because absolutely surrendered — Power one Purpose
They stop to visit with Philip — Remember Philip Acts8 revival Samaria
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A)Go to desert of Gaza—why ? Divine Appointment — Ethiopian Eunich

B)Baptized — God transported Philip to Caesarea — He stayed there—and
became an evangelist — now heisknown as Philip the evangelist.
1)Preacher of the gospel

C)Philip got married —when Paul shows up Philip hasfour unmarried
daughterswho prophesied —
1)Prophecy isto speak a Biblical word with Power and Precision.

D)Great girls— Full of theword —and anointed by God!
1)Y ou haveto bethat kind of guy — no attraction!

RD V.10-11

Agabusthis Prophet with arep for being accurate says Paul when you
get therethey are going to bind you and deliver you to the Gentiles
A)Now is Paul goingto Go? - YES-WHY?

B)Because heisliving alife of Absolute surrender — He knows the Power
of having one purpose.

1)Heis committed to that one purpose of seeing Jesus glorified —even if it
means through Paul’s own suffering!

13 Then Paul answered," What do you mean by weeping and breaking
my heart? For | am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at
Jerusalem for thenameof the Lord Jesus” POWERFUL !

14 So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying," The will of
the Lord be done."

Threethingsin this section worthy of Emulation!
1t Paul was not persuaded by the opinions of others.
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A)They werelikedon’t godon’t go—and Paul waslike: | am going!

B)Now thisdoesn’t mean that we are not influenced by the opinion of
others—the Bible saysthereiswisdom in a multitude of Counselors
1)1t isimportant to listen to other people — seek counsel

2) but once the Lord has made it clear what Hiswill is{ We just need to
follow it — regardless of others opinions.

C)It isonething to seek counsel and to weigh out that counsal — counsel
from otherscan bring confirmation that we are hearing from theLord
1)But often timeswhat we are seeking is —and we might not
get that — but we need to bewilling to do what Christ iscalling usto do

anyway.

D)V.12 saysthey pleaded with Paul —theideaisover and over —but Paul
would not be moved.

Note Ashard asit isfor usto accept God’swill for our livesit iseven

harder sometimesfor others to accept God’ swill for our lives.

A)Sometimes Christians with Good intentions and love can be a
hindrance to absolute surrender in another person’slife.

B)Wedo so for several reasons:
!

Bb)Baby dedications - great —but sometimes we need another dedication
when the Child turns 18 making their own decisions about college/
missions

DWetrain them up to have a walk with theLord —

C) | —Parentstry to talk their kidsout of it
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1)Encour aging them to count the cost iswise — but be car eful how you
approach that.

So sometimes it isbecause we don’t want to lose them or want them to
move far away from us.

A)Other times we hinder God’swill because we don’t want them to
suffer.

B)Weknow the career or ministry path they aretakingisgoing to be
filled with hardship —and because we love them we don’t want that for
them.

1)Sandy’sdad — His sons— Pastors— In for a Hard life.

So we can hinder God’swill because we don’t want them to suffer.

Sometimesit is because their obedience and commitment shinesa light
on our own lack of obedience and commitment — it is convicting.

A)So we want them to toneit down a bit —not be so RADICAL for Jesus
because it makes uswrestle with our own complacency.

B)So 1t Paul was not persuaded by the opinions of others.

2nd Paul placed no limitson following Christ.
A)v.13 Paul said | am ready to dieif that iswhat Jesus wants for me!

B)Itisacritical crossroadsin thelife of every believer where we cometo
the place of saying: | am ready to follow Christ no matter what!

C)Some peopleliketo put restrictions on God —1 will go only here— |

will dothis—1 won’t do that — That isnot absolute surrender.
1)1 don’t think that isany kind of surrender.
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D)My dad gave me the soundest advice ever —my freshman year of
college — Baseball scholar ship —Vanguard — called into ministry —when
1)Y ou are not going to be happy or fulfilled until you are doing what
Christ has called you to do and be.

E)l can’t tell you how many times| have come back to those words when
faced with atough call or decision to make.

Some of you heretoday arewrestling w/ committing you life to Jesus -
Becoming a follower of Jesus

A)Thosewordsaretruefor you. “You arenot going to be happy or
fulfilled until you are doing what Christ has called you to do and be.”

B)Some of you here— professto be committed to Christ — but you
struggleto follow Him in many areas of your life. —samething istruefor
you.

“You are not going to be happy or fulfilled until you are doing what
Christ has called you to do and be.”

C) So 2nd Paul placed no limits on following Christ.

3rd Paul wasliving for one Name! V.13 “For | am ready not only to be

bound, but also to die at Jerusalem fOor the name of the Lord Jesus."

A)What Name — JESUS —we see this echoed over and over in the book of
Acts—Itisall about the Name —say that —it isall about the Name

B)Not CCV —not Rob — Jesus—Hisname—If you get blessed here/ tell
people u get blessed by Jesusat CCV.
{ SO and So isamazing — No Jesusis Amazing}

C)Letscommit to being a Jesusplace— RD V. 14-16
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So we see herethat Paul’ s absolute Surrender to Jesusresulted in him
Living for One Purpose
THE GLORY OF JESUS!

Hereisanother result: His absolute surrender

#2 Gave him the Power to Endure False Accusations.

A)Everything can be going great in our lives until opposition comes —
someone says something.

B)Wor st iswhen someone makes false accusations about you — attacks
your character or integrity

1)That happensthereisan uglinessin usthat can rear it’shead. —
{Know what | am talking about}

Rd v.17-25

Now Paul could haveresponded —you guysarecrazy | didn’'t do those
things OR teach those things.

A)ln fact | did the opposite remember when | had Timothy get
circumcised out of sensitivity to the Jews

B)I don’t need to takea vow —and | am certainly not paying the expenses
—who do you think | am BOP

1)Paul could have protested!

C)But hedidn’t/ instead he humbly went along with what they were

proposing —Why?
1)Because Paul was absolutely surrendered to Jesus

D)If it was going to help the unity —and Help with the mission Paul was
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all about it
1)That ispowerful —NO OTHER AGENDA BUT JESUS! —

E)So Paul agreed to go thru thislittle purification ritual with these others
guys.

26 Then Paul took the men, and the next day, having been purified with them,
entered the temple to announce the expiration of the days of purification, at
which time an offering should be made for each one of them.

Now when you do theright thing —what do you expect to happen? A
good result RIGHT?
A)l said | wassorry —and | was expecting them to forgive me.

B)But that isnot alwaysthecaseisit — You can do theright thing and
experience a lousy result.
1)People get madder —respond mor e negatively.

C)Question: Who areyou doingthe RIGHT THING FOR?

JESUS -

1) Not someone else’ sresponse or approval —if that happens great — but
— Needsto be done for Jesus

D)What was theresult of Paul doing theright thing?

RD V.27-28a stop at place
So They brought Three accusations against Paul
A) { They said Paul wasteaching against the people, thelaw, and this
place=temple.

B)Thispeople: The Jews believed that they wer e the pathway to God —
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the way to cometo God isyou haveto convert to Judaism.
C)Do you need to become Jewish to be saved — No just believe in Jesus.

They said he wasteaching against the Law — Do you need to follow the
law to be saved. No believein Jesus

A)Paul taught the law had a divine purpose — it wasrighteous—

{ purposereveal wearesinners}

B)Saved by believing in Jesus.

C)They said that Paul taught against the temple —why wer e they saying
that?

1)What was the #1 thing happening in the temple?
SACRIFICE

2)Paul was teaching that Jesus was the final sacrifice!

Here was another false accusation

V28b and furthermore he also brought Greeksinto the temple and has
defiled thisholy place." 29 (For they had previously seen Trophimusthe
Ephesian with him in the city, whom they SUPPOSed that Paul had
brought into the temple.)

30 And all the city was disturbed; Normally pop of about 60k —

Pentecost 500K and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged
him out of the temple; and immediately the door s wer e shut.

D)We aretalking one angry mob here.
RD V.31-36

Here again we see that thru Paul’s absolute surrender to Jesus—heis
able to endurethese false accusations.
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A)Paul is not backing down one bit- Heisnot giving up and He will not
shut up —seein a minute.

B)Why isthat? Because Paul isabsolutely surrendered to Jesus
1)And thereisa supernatural power that comes from being absolutely
surrendered to Jesus.

C)The same power that raised Jesus from the dead isavailableto us—
because JESUSLIVES!
1)Paul isexperiencing that here!

Result #3 Power to testify in the face of opposition.
A)In V.37 Paul sayscan | speak tothepp?

B)Now thisisamazing to me- they all want to kill him — Paul sayscan |
talk ...

Hereplied, " Can you speak Greek? 38 Areyou not the Egyptian who
sometimeago stirred up arebellion and led the four thousand assassins
out into thewilderness?" { terrorist rebel guy }

39 But Paul said," | am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city;
and | imploreyou, per mit meto speak to the people.”

40 So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairsand
motioned with hishand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he
spoketo them in the Hebrew language, saying,

Ch. 22" Brethren and fathers, hear my defense before you now." 2 And when

they heard that he spoketo them in the Hebrew language, they kept all the
more silent.

B)They listened intently as Paul shared histestimony
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Welooked at thisin Ch.9 —reiterates in v.3-21

Shares how he was saved on the road to Damascus — Jesus said Paul why
per secute me.

A)But then he getsto the part where Jesus commissioned him to preach
to the gentiles

B)That iswhen everything goes south —

22 And they listened to him until thisword, and then they raised their
voices and said," Away with such a fellow from the earth, for heisnot fit
tolive!" 23 Then, asthey cried out and tore off their clothesand threw
dust into theair,

C)Not theresponse that Paul was looking for- He was hoping they would
all want to receive Jesus

DINSTEAD - KILL HIM —

24 the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said
that he should be examined under scourging, so that he might know
why they shouted so against him. {Beat it out of him}

25 And asthey bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who
stood by," Isit lawful for you to scourge a man who isa Roman, and
uncondemned?"

D)Remember Philippi —they beat Paul and then found out hewas a
Roman citizen — Paul is not making that mistake again — Tell them fir st

RD V. 26-ch23v2

Paul said | havetired to live with a good conscience and the High priest —
said —slap him for that.
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Ch. 23V3 Then Paul said to him, " God will strike you, you whitewashed
wall! For you sit to judge me according to the law, and do you command
meto be struck contrary to the law?"

OT law said like our judicial system that a man was innocent until
proven guilty
A)Today unlessyou are a conservative Christian J

B)Paul’ s point wasyou are breaking the OT law you haven't proven
anything and you are slapping me.
4 And those who stood by said, " Do you revile God's high priest?"

5 Then Paul said," | did not know, brethren, that he was the high priest;
for it iswritten, 'You shall not speak evil of aruler of your people.'"

C)Even in this Paul quickly revertsto real humility — Paul could have
said —Heisthehigh priest he should know what the law says

D)Paul didn’'t go there{ What happens next isbrilliant — RD
V.6-10

Crazy couple of daysright —wow!
A)Perhapsyou are sitting there wondering —whereistheLord in all
this?

B)Maybe you have had a crazy couple of days— crazy year — 2010 — not
stopping now.

C)You arethinking—whereistheLord in all this

D)You have surrendered to Christ —following Christ and you arein a
valley —you arein a Prison
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E)Sit heretoday —thinking Whereis Jesus—why doesn’t he help Paul -
...... help me!

Noticev. 11 “But the following night the Lord stood by Him.”
A)Paul is at one of the lowest pointsof hislifeand whereis Jesus? —
Right beside Paul.

B)Jesus promisesus“| will never leave you nor forsakeyou.” Hebrews
13:5

1)Just as Jesus was standing right beside Paul He is standing next to you
today. —Heisthere.

C)Hisloveisunfailing — David Psalm 13

Noticetherest of v.11 " Be of good cheer, Paul; for asyou have testified
for Mein Jerusalem, so you must also bear witness at Rome."
A)Be of good cheer —or TAKE COURAGE!

B)Thistells methat Jesus knew exactly what was going on in Paul’ s heart
—Heknew what He was feeling.

C)Paul was getting weak and weary in well doing.
1)Paul was feeling a bit discouraged — Jesusisthere saying Paul TAKE
COURAGE - | got thidl!

D)l lovethispicture{ Our darkest night our toughest circumstance, our
biggest trial.

1)Jesusisright there - Helovesusand draws near and says TAKE
COURAGE -I"'VE GOT THIS!

file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/ Rob%20N ash/My%20Documents/vista/media/ A cts/44-A CT-021-001-text.htm (15 of 17)3/24/2011 12:22:52 PM



Acts 21-23 The Power of Absolute Surrender

Jesus makes this Promiseto Paul —just asyou havetestified for mein
Jerusalem, soyou ...... Romel

A)Wejust read of Paul testifying in Jerusalem —

QUESTION: How many weresaved? ZERO

B)But note thisJesusis still glorified —Heisstill honored -
1)Paul you shared the message — Y ou told them about me —

C)Guysthisishuge{ Jesusisnot keeping track of —
that isup to Him anyway.

1)Heis keeping track of how faithful we arein sharing the message. |
LOVE THAT!

D)Promises Paul — Going to Rome

That was the longing on Paul’s heart to sharethe gospel in ROME —
Heart beat of theWorld at ...time

A)Guysthisisso encouraging — | just love the way Jesusrushesto Paul’s
side—darkest hour

B)Paul’ s absolute surrender to Jesus gave Him the power to testify in the

face of opposition.

#4 The Power to believe the Promise of God!
A)Because Paul was absolutely surrendered to Jesus— Paul could trust
Christ Proven Character.

B)Jesus says| am going to Rome—1| am going to Rome! — Testify in
Rome
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RD V. 12-19

C)Commander assembles 470 soldiersto get Paul back to Ceasera that
night!

D)L etter iswritten explaining the situation — Paul isdelivered to GOV
Felix —

1)Felix saysto Paul V. 35" will hear you when your accusersalso have
come." And he commanded him to be kept in Herod's Praetorium.

D)That iswhere we are going to leave Paul until next time.

Absolute surrender to Jesus—resulted in Paul having Power to
#1 Livefor one purpose.

#2 Endure false accusation.

#3 Testify in the face of opposition

#4 Believe the Promise of God.
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